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ProFEessionaL Conpuct—Our Bysg-Laws. 


A minor but not unimportant decision reached 
at the last Council meeting was the resolution— 
“That the bye-laws with regard to professional 
etiquette be referred to the Bye-laws Sub-Com- 
mittee for revision and report.” 

Presumably the mild word “etiquette” may be 
taken as embracing the whole subject of profess- 
ional conduct, including grave forms of misconduct. 
Our present bye-laws upon professional conduct 
certainly need revision ; and so, too, do those upon 
the somewhat allied subject of registration. 

Probably there are members who would like the 
bye-laws to give more definite information than 
they now do as to what constitutes professional mis- 
conduct. 

At present only two offences—advertising and 
covering—are directly specified as professional 
misconduct. Others might well be added; but we 
need not expect the revised bye-laws to enumerate 
a long list of professional offences. 

It is obviously impossible to indicate all possible 
actions that would come under the term of “ con- 
duct disgraceful in a professional respect,’ and this 
explains why so little has been done in defining 
misconduct. Still, hypothetical offences which 
might occur at some time are not quite on a par 
with other offences which we know do occur with 
more or less frequence. We know, for instance, 
that a few veterinary surgeons “ solicit.” ‘ Solicit- 
ing” is universally recognised as unprofessional 
conduct, and men have been struck off the Register 
for indulging in it. That, and a few other actions 
of similar frequence and gravity, might advan- 
tageously be declared unprofessional by bye-law. 

We hope that the bye-law allowing a defendant 
before the Registration Committee to claim an open 
trial if he chooses, will be retained unaltered. In 
its present form it may sometimes do good, and 
cannot do harm. But something ought surely to 
be done with that peculiar bye-law which directs 
that whenever a member is struck off the Register 
after entering a defence, the R.C.V.S. shall publish 
a full report of both charge and defence in the pro- 
fessional journals not more than three or less 
than two months later. The bye-law is “ peculiar ” 
for this reason. Its terms are peremptory, not per- 
missive—the word used is “shall,” not “may "—but 
though it was passed many years ago, we are not 
aware that it has even once been pr Much 
may be said against this bye-law—against the 
washing of dirty linen and gibbeting of ruined men 
that its observance entails. It might be abolished 
altogether, or given a more optional wording—for 
we can imagine cases in which publication might 
be desirable, but to retain it unaltered as a dead 
letter is indefensible. 


SUNSTROKE IN A THOROUGHBRED 
AMERICAN GELDING. 


Brown gelding Balbek, 9 years old, property of 
the Georgetown Livery Stables. Been in the tropics 
for the last five years, racing, and owing to a badly 
bowed tendon he was broken to harness. 

On Monday, 9th March, 1914, I was called at 
11 a.m. to come and see Balbek at once, as he 
was very sick. I at once went to the stables, and 
found him down on his side and blowing : tempera- 
ture 109. 

Tried to get him on his feet, but of no avail. The 
ice depot is only a stone’s throw from the stables, 
so I got ice and kept it on his head and spine, and 
set him up on his chest, and kept fanning him. 
Gave the following dgt. ;— 

Tinct. digitalis 3): 
Liq. Ammonia acetatus ij. 
Spts. Aeth. Nit. 
Aqua 

In half-an-hour the temperature had gone down 
to 1083. With the aid of a sling and several able- 
bodied men, I got him raised from the ground, and 
sent on eight men to rub down his legs and body. 
After a few minutes’ rubbing he was able to stand 
with the aid of the sling and the men steadying 
him. By the evening the temperature had gone 
down to 105. Saw him next morning at 5 a.m., 
temperature 103, and had him led out and grazed 
for a few minutes. Was put into a comfortable 
loose box, and in a few days was all right again. 

Though I have been in the tropics now for eleven 
years this is only the second case of sunstroke I 
have seen ; and it is the highest temperature I have 
ever recorded. I hope this will interest some of 
your readers. 

A. Seton 
Municipal Vet. Surg. 
Georgetown, Demerara, Act. Govt. Vet. Surg. 
British Guiana. 


SENSITIZED OR SERO-VACCINES. 


The principle of immunity against pathogenic 
bacteria is a very complicated subject, and so far as 
our present knowledge goes is but imperfectly 
understood. We do know, however, of the phago- 
cytic action of the various body cells and of the so- 
called “immune bodies.”—opsonins, agglutinins, 
bactericidins—as being prominent factors in the 
immune role. We know of no agent, or agents, 
capable of stimulating into activity the former— 
and I would include in this assertion the much 
over-lauded preparation, nuclein—but we can by 
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artificial means exercise very great influence over 
the latter by raising the content of the body fluids 
in “immune bodies” either by injecting sera 
known to be rich in anti-bodies—sero-therapy—or 
by stimulating the healthy tissues themselves to 
elaborate immune bodies by the injection of devital- 
ised bacterial emulsion—vaccine therapy. 

Sero-therapy, when first introduced, certainly 
presented great prospects and considerable future 
utility was anticipated by its devotees. As time 
went on, however, many difficulties had to be over- 
come, some of which, unfortunately, were unsur- 
mountable, while, in addition, in several instances 
the limitations were so pronounced as to render the 
treatment of little or no practical value. Among 
the several drawbacks the following may be men- 
tioned : 

1. Antisera, as a rule, are rich in antitoxin, but 
contain few, if any, opsonins, bacterilysins, etc., con- 
sequently the most we could expect after injection is 
the neutralisation of the free toxin circulating in 
the body fluids pro. tem., while the bacteria at the 
foci of infection were left undisturbed to elaborate 
more toxins. Moreover, antitoxin is rapidly passed 
out of the body, and this partly accounts for the 
comparatively short period of immunity enjoyed 
after injecting an antisera. 

2. Sera procured from one animal and injected 
into another of a different species is more likely to 
produce, under certain circumstances, hyper-sensi- 
tiveness (anaphylaxis) than serum derived from the 
same species, which is not always obtainable. 

3. Difficulty in obtaining sera with a high con- 
tent, and the depreciation of these with keeping. 

4. There areso many typesof bacteria even of the 
same flora, and the immune bodies of the one type 
may be quite useless when required to wage war 
against the bacteria of another it must follow, 
therefore, for a serum to be of any practical use at 


all it should be very highly polyvalent, and as many 
of the sera used to-day are, ry more commercial 
than therapeutical adjuvants, they should have a 
stamped guarantee placed on them so that the 
practitioner and his patient could be guarded by 
using a standardised serum. 

Vaccine-therapy. The limitations and failures 
of sero-therapy cleared the way for the advent of 
vaccine-therapy, which, as we now all know, is 
more than a problematical question, having already 
taken a high position in curative and prophylactic 
medicine, with an assurance of a still more promi- 
nent position in the future when better understood. 

Within recent years Ehrlich showed that when 
a specific anti-body is brought into contact with 
its protoplasmic element the latter 
becomes fixed to the former. If, therefore, a vitalised 
streptococcal emulsion for example is mixed with an 
anti-streptococcal serum the bacteria of the emulsion 
and the anti-bodies of the serum become bound 
together, and the combination thus produced is 
known as a sensitized or sero-vaccine. 

A sensitized vaccine consists therefore of a specific 
agua firmly bound to its corresponding anti- 

ody. 

To produce such a vaccine one must have an 
anti-sera possessing not only the suitable anti- 
bodies but also in sufficient evidence. It therefore 
follows, for reasons already stated, all anti-sera 
should be standardised, and if this is true in serum 
therapy it is even more so in sero-vaccine therapy. 

It is obvious the bacterial emulsion must be 
pure for, if alien pathogenic bacteria are present 
they will be left free in the sera, and if injected 
into the animal may lead to local or general infec- 
tion, nothing but pure cultures should therefore 
be used. 

The emulsion having been standardized it is 
mixed with the serum and left in contact from 12 


(1) Serum. 


(3) Sero-vaccine. 


(2) Vaccine. 


Nature of immunity Passive antitoxic 


Degree Limited, Proportionate to 
dosage 


Rapid. Immediate if in- 


Rapidity of produc- 
i travenously given 


tion of immunity 


Permanance of im- Slight (2 weeks at most) 
munity 
Local reaction Great, varying with dosage 
General reaction be considerable, 
chiefly dependent on 
nature of antitoxin 
Focal reaction ~~ be marked, as with 
iphtheria _antitoxin, 
but often slight 
Possible ill-effects Serum sickness, rash, urti- 


caria, anaphylaxis 


Applicability Limited 


Active antibacterial Active antitoxic and anti- 


bacterial. 
Dependent on dosage and Said to be higher than 
a but may rise (1) or (2). 
very hig 
Delayed Rapid 
Considerable t Probably between (1 
and (2). 
Variable ; dependent on  Inconsiderable or 
d and vaccine ; 
may nil. 
Variable, chiefly depen Almost 
dent on dosage 


Always present if dosage Probably as with (2). 


sufficient and efficient. 
Dependent almostentirely Ni. 
on dosage, with proper 
dosage nz/, except in rare 
cases where urticaria 
or 


Wide Limited. 
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to 24 hours; centrifugalised, and the resultant 
ipitate washed with saline solution to remove 
undesirable contained elements. 
After the lapse of six to nine months the bacteria 
tend to desensitize, becoming then a source of 


danger. 

Alcock, Besredka, Levy and others have injected 
into animals a lethal dose of virulent pathogenic 
bacteria, followed by the injection of the corres- 

nding sensitized vaccine and these animals have 
either lived longer than the control animals or sur- 
vived altogether. 

Sensitized vaccines from what has been stated 
would appear to be indicated (a) in specific infec- 
tions which tend to become generalised, causing 
dissolution by toxzemia (6) in —— of influenza, 
strangles, and pneumonia, (c) In old standing cases 
where vaccine therapy has failed to clear the focal 
area even after the exhibition of large doses, in 
short in those cases where the system has de- 
veloped a pronounced toleration to vaccines. 

In these latter class of cases sensitized vaccines 
in the limited number of cases I have used them, 
have given me favourable results. These I hope to 
record at a later date. I append an interesting 
comparative table of serum, vaccine, and sero- 
vaccine drawn up by Dr. Allen. 

Wma. Scort, F.R.C.V.S., F.R.M.S. 

Bridgwater. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


A Case or TETANUS. 


Eisenmenger records (Bulletin de la Soc. Centrale 
de Méd. Vét.), the case of a horse which received a 
blow with a whip handle upon the right eye. This 
caused a small wound, which was not treated. 
Eight days later the animal showed a certain de- 
pression and an impairment of masticatory move- 
ments, resembling ‘sleepy staggers.’ The next 
day the right eye seemed to be rigid and immova- 
ble, the pupil was somewhat contracted and did not 
react to light. The eyelid hung loosely downwards. 
The skin of the head retained its sensitiveness. The 
tongue was hanging out of the right side of the 
mouth. The gait of the horse was normal, and the 
tail was not held stiffly. 

On the following day the left eye had also be- 
come immovable, its eyelid was relaxed, the horse 
had difficulty in mastication, and a pronounced 
tetanus developed. 

Treatment consisted in injections of antitetanin, 
clysters of ether and chloral hydrate, and the ad- 
ministration of strongly alkaline fluids by the 
mouth. After two days an improvement appeared, 
and the eyes became movable again. A speedy 
recovery followed. 

The author remarks that the chief interest of 
this case is the rarity of the eyes and muscles of 
the eyelids being involved in tetanus. 

_ The case confirms the results of Brunner’s 
investigations in 1894. Brunner found that the 


muscular concentrations always begin on that side 
of the body upon which the inoculation of the 
virus has taken place, and that the degree of 
severity of the symptoms depends upon the viru- 
lence of the .poison, which in strong doses causes 
paralysis. This explains the paralysis of the eye- 
lids in the present case.—(Berliner Tier. Woch). 


THROMBOSIS OF THE ANTERIOR AORTA 
In A Horse. 


The following unusual case is recorded in the 
official veterinary report of the Bavarian Army for 
the year 1912. The subject was an eight-year-old 
mare, serving in a heavy cavalry regiment. In 
December, 1911, this animal showed slight dis- 
turbances of the movements of both fore limbs. 
These gradually increased, so that the mare found 
it difficult to rise from the ground. On January 1, 
1912, she fell, and showed great pain, violent 
sweating, and great weakness. Early the next 
day her condition was the same; but in the after- 
noon complete paralysis of the fore part of the body 
appeared. The mare rose up upon her hind limbs 
and pushed the body forwards, so that the fore feet 
came tolie between the hind limbs. An affection 
of the central nervous system or a thrombosis of the 
vessels supplying the fore limbs was diagnosed, and 
the mare slaughtered. 

The post-mortem examination revealed throm- 
bosis of the anterior aorta and its branches. 
—(Miinchener Tier. Woch.) 


DirrusE SuBacuTE MENINGO-ENCEPHALITIS 
In A Doa. 


Roquet and Sellier record (Jowrnal de Méd. Vét. 
et de Zootechnie) the case of a dog, which had dis- 
temper about the age of nine or ten months. 
Later, at the age of a year and a half, the animal 
showed a vesiculo-pustular cutaneous eruption and 
symptoms of gastro-enteritis. 

From this time forth the dog gradually lost con- 
dition, and showed paresis of the posterior part of 
the body. This was accompanied by inco-ordina- 
tion of movement, causing an unsteady staggering 
gait, with giving way of the limbs. Paraplegia 
then appeared, coincidently with a certain rocking 
movement of the head. 

Soon afterwards dysphagia appeared. The dog 
was no longer able to swallow, for the movements 
of the tongue and lips were abolished. For four 
days he remained completely voiceless from the 
labio-glosso laryngeal paralysis. A slight improve- 
ment then set in, in consequence of subcutaneous 
injections of strychnine sulphate, physiological 
serum, and camphorated oil. The paraplegia was 
also treated by electricity, and by point-firing upon 
the loins. 

The medullary ~~ afterwards spread to 
the anterior part of the body, and the fore limbs 
began to give way. Motor disturbances then ap- 
peared in the right eye. The eye was withdrawn 
to the base of the orbit and showed internal 
strabismus, and at the same time spasmodic con- 
tractions of the eyelids and grinding of the teeth 
appeared. Towards the end of the illness the mind 
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became greatly impaired, and the dog finally died in 
a state of coma. 

Post-mortem, a slight intra-meningeal serous 
exudation was found. The arachnoid and pia 
mater were gem and showed a very 
clear vascular arborisation. They only adhered 
very slightly to the cerebral cortex. The lower 
part of the brain showed a marked fluctuation to 
palpation, and, upon section, it was found to be 
only two or three millimetres thick, in consequence 
of dilatation of the lateral ventricles by a serous 
accumulation. Sections of the cerebral parenchyma 
showed map or of the finest capillaries, which 
anges ike bright red specks. 

he Rinstalions and its on mater were very con- 
gested. The white and grey substance of the cere- 
bellum, like that of the cerebrum, was beset with 
small dark-red punctiform spots. The spinal cord 
showed the same lesions. 

A histological study of the lesions demonstrated 
the existence of a diffuse subacute meningo-encep- 
halitis.—(Annales de Méd. Vét.) 

W..R. C. 


LIVERPOOL UNIVERSITY 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
[Nationa V.M.A.—NortHern Branca]. 


A meeting was held on Friday, March 20th. There 
were present :—Messrs. J. P. Heyes, President; A. B. 
Mattinson, E. J. Burndred, J. B. Wolstenholme, H. 
Bemors, J. Maguire, J. R. Barker, T.S. Atkinson, 
G. H. Locke, Hy. Sumner, W. Woods, F.S. Warburton, 
and J. Share-Jones. 

Visitors: Messrs. R. Finch, W. J. Young, J. D. 
Whitehead, J. W. Proctor, and K. Jones. 

On the motion of Mr. Wolstenholme, seconded by 
Mr. Mattinson, the minutes of the previous meetin 
pegen, | already been printed and circulated were 
as 4 


The Secretary intimated that letters of apology for 
absence had been received from Messrs. W. A. Taylor, 
of Manchester ; W. J. Fletcher, of Wrexham; and J. 
Storrar, of Chester. 

The Present: Is there any member desirous of 
making 
Council 

The Secretary : I don’t know whether the members 
present know how we stand in regard to this matter. 
At our last committee meeting we decided that Mr. 
Henry Sumner be the representative of this Society, 
although I think if we ask him Mr. Sumner will explain 
how we came to that decision. 

The PrEsIDENT: Our committee agreed, as the Secre- 
tary has pointed out, to enppert Mr. Sumner’s candi- 
dature, and we want this iety to approve of their 
action, or if they have any reason for not supporting 
the committee this is the meeting at which we ought to 
confirm or rescind the decision of the committee. We 
have nominated Mr. Sumner for a seat in the Council, 
and we ought to do our best to secure his return to that 


body. 

Mr. Locke proposed, and Mr. Wolstenholme seconded, 
that the committee’s action in nominating Mr. Henry 
Sumner be confirmed. The resolution was carried 
unanimously. 

Mr. H. Sumner : I appreciate again very highly the 
honour you have done me in accepting me as your can- 
didate for election to the Council. It is not the first 


ony observation on the coming election of 
R.C VS. 


time I have received the honour, and I might just make 
some little explanation as to the reasons which induced 
me to — nomination for election. It may be within 
the knowledge of some of you that about February 
papers go out to foreign voters, and it is desirable in 
the best interests of those wishing to get elected that 
the names should be received before the issue of the 
papers to foreign veters. Consequently I presumed, on 
the good fellowship of my friend, Mr. Wolstenholme, 
who was the original nominator, and who was again 
good enough to offer my name as a candidate. I need 
hardly express the great satisfaction it has given me, 
and my readiness to do my utmost according to my 
ability, to advance in every way the welfare of our pro- 
fession. (Applause.) 

Another point is this. I think the Committee of 
this Society agreed to combine, as heretofore, with the 
Lancashire, Yorkshire, and Eastern Counties Societies 
in forwarding the candidature of a joint nominee. 

The Presipent: I think that is understood. It has 
not been mentioned at this meeting. We combined 
before, and I am glad Faw have called my attention to 
the fact. Though I did not mention it, we shall ex 
to work in conjunction with the Lancashire, Yorkshire, 
and Eastern Counties Societies. 


TUBERCLE INFECTED MILK AND 
TUBERCULOSIS. 
Address by Prof. Beattie. 


Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,—When your Chair- 
man came to see me he said he wanted me to speak 
especially in relation to one subject, because a certain 
amount of discussion had taken . and certain cor- 
respondence had appeared in the —s and an 
address which was given in relation to the question as 
to whether tubereulous milk was really a serious menace. 
Curiously enough, I gave a paper on another subject 
last night, and this question was raised by a medical 

ractitioner, and therefore I am all the more pleased to 
able to give my opinion here. 

Another question which was also in the correspon- 
dence was, “Are the disadvantages associated with 
sterilised milk, etc., etc.” On that point there are statis- 
tics given by various ple which are somewhat con- 
tradictory, but a prolonged investigation, which has 
been carried out upon this subject shows there are un- 
doubted disadvantages in the use of ordinary sterilised 
milk. Yet these are comparatively unimportant. 
Sterilised milk has been used for years both in Germany 
and France, and diseases which are supposed to be 
associated with it, are not more prevalent in those 
countries than in this country, where it has not been 
used to the same extent. 

For some time we have been dealing with this subject 
at the laboratory to find a special method, and I don’t 
want to say very much, because my report on the sub- 
ject was recently considered by the Health Committee 
of the city, and I am very glad they have agreed to my 
suggestion, and circulated it with the whole of the 
details of that method, and it will soon be published. 

The only point is, it is sup that in boiling milk, 
and in ordinary sterilised milk, certain elements of the 
milk are destroyed. In the method of electrical treat- 
mt, they are not destroyed. No unbiassed observer 
who has worked, at any rate in the out-patients depart- 
ment of a particular children’s hospital, could for a 
moment dispute tuberculous mesenteric glands and m 


supply. 

Many of you have been able to explain cases in your 
experience. Personally, I know of two among my own 
personal friends where evidence was absolutely clear of 
tuberculosis developed through no other source than the 
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milk supply. It is true that everyone drinking tubercu- 
lous milk is not infected with tuberculosis, but it is 
equally true that everybody —— typhoid infected 
water is not infected with typhoid. To me it is just as 
absurd to argue—because some people have drunk milk 
and not got tuberculosis, that tuberculous milk is quite 
safe, and even as some people now assert, a desirable 
article of diet. 

Now I want to talk particularly to-day on the work 
which was published by Dr. Mitchell in 7he British 
Medical Journal of Jan. 17th this year, which is one of 
the best pieces of work done on the subject for years. 

Dr. Mitchell examined 72 consecutive cases of tuber- 
culous cervical glands in children, not cases that were 

icked out, but consecutive cases, as they came to the 
i ital, and he found that in 65 instances (90 per cent.) 
the bovine bacillus was a and in 7 cases (10 per 
cent.) the human bacillus. He decided this by the 
inoculation of rabbits. It is most striking if you 
examine the age periods. Up to the age of three years 
childzen many fed on milk, the statistics show that 25 
out of 27 cases had showed bovine infection, and the other 
2 human bacilli—one a baby of 5 months only—and had 
been breast-fed by a mother who had tuberculous 
disease. The other was 10 months, breast-fed for three 
months, and the father treated for pulmonary tubercu- 
losis during the last ten years. 

Practically at that period we have 100 with bovine 
tuberculosis and 2 infected with human. Of these two 
cases no history of tuberculosis in the family. Later 
ages, from 9 years to 12, the differences are not so 
marked. From 9 to 10 there are three infected with 
human bacilli, and seven infected with bovine bacilli. 
We need not consider these, for it was very obvious at 
that age there were many sources of infection. 

“Now,” ‘he says, “as regards the bovine cases, it 
seems more than a coincidence that in not a single case 
was there a history of pulmonary tuberculosis. In 16 
cases, however, one or more of the other children in 
the respective families were affected with various forms 
of surgical tuberculosis. 

“It is worth while quoting one case of a child aged 
5 months which had bovine bacilli. A brother aged 
3 years had a tuberculous cervical abscess when the 
patient’s glands were first noticed. I investigated the 
milk aed, and found that a cow with advanced 
tuberculosis of the udder had been removed for des- 
truction in September, 1910. I have not the slightest 
doubt that its milk was responsible for these two cases 
of tuberculous cervical adenitis. 

“Then another case, which was a child aged two 

fed on unsterilised cows’ milk. A brother, 18 
months old, died from tuberculous meningitis in 1909. 
The patient’s glands appeared in December, 1910. I 
found the milk was obtained from a a situated just 
beyond the city boundary. I visited the byre, and the 
dairyman readily confessed that he had disposed in 
October, 1910, of a very tuberculous cow with the udder 
involved. 

“Another case of a child, aged four years, fed on 
unsterilised cows’ milk. A sister, aged two years, had her 
tonsils removed (one month after the patient’s glands 
were excised) and there was no clinical evidence in her 
neck of cervical lymphatic tuberculosis ; but from these 
tonsils Dr. Mitchell isolated bovine bacilli. The family 
consisted of two children who had been given plenty of 
unsterilised cows’ milk. 

“Another case of a child, aged 33 # pn ; @ sister, 
aged 10 a, had her tonsils removed three months 
before the glands of the patient were excised. Again 


was no evidence in the neck, and bovine bacilli 
Were again isolated. 
“ Now further examination of the family history gives 


a aaa record indeed. Take these cases for example. 
Achi 


24 years of age is breast-fed for 12 months, then 


is fed on unsterilised cows’ milk, and it developed 
tuberculous glands in the neck from which bovine 
bacilli were isolated. A brother, six years old, died from 
a tuberculosis, and a brother, five years old 

as tuberculous cervical abscesses. These eveloped 
three months after the first appearance of the patient’s. 
About the same period there developed a number of 
cases without any tuberculosis in the family history. 
a nothing—except a child fed on unsterilised 
cows’ milk. 

“Then there was the case of a child, two years, 
fed on unsterilised cows’ milk, had a brother, nine years 
old, die from tuberculous meningitis, and a sister, five 
years old, had a leg amputated for tuberculous disease. 
Another sister, 17 years old, died from generalised 
tuberculosis, being primarily in the cervical glands.” 

And so it goes on. A number of these cases where 
the children were infected in the glands without any 
special family history of tuberculosis. Now and then 
the evidence is Me strong, but when we come to the 
milk supply we find the evidence still stronger. 

Dr. Mitchell, in all this work, has not only gone 
extremely fully into the investigation of individual 
cases, but he has gone to the dairies and investigated 
the milk supply. Now before I refer to this, let me 
say that there is a difference in the observations of 
different observers. The paper quoted, which I re- 
ferred to, published by Mr. Stiles and Dr. Fraser, in 
which they got 67 consecutive bone and joint cases in 
children—these did not correspond, for example, with 
the German statistics in bone disease. In the German 
statistics the majority of them are of the human type. 
That is a significant fact, because in Germany sterilised 
milk has been used for a longer period than in this 
country. A recent report of the Local Government 
Board by Dr. Eastwood and Dr. Griffiths, also show 
statistics which are a sort of intermediate between the 
Edinburgh and the German statistics. 

Last week I had mis with me a Pathologist from 
the Childrens Hospital, Edinburgh, and I asked him his 
experience. He said that 80 per cent. of the post- 
mortems he had were tuberculosis of the mesenteric 
glands, and in those cases where he had examined he 
found the bovine type of bacilli in all cases. Now, of 
course, the explanation of that is perfectly safe ; because 
an investigation of the milk supply—and I think I can 
say soas one who owns Edinburgh as my old Univer- 
sity—in Edinburgh is a disgrace to the country. It is 
not microscopically examined, and no inoculation work 
is done. Recently, an investigation has been carried 
out by the Medical Officer of Health, and he has gone 
more thoroughly into it than before, and he found that 
in the byres there were a number of tuberculous cows. 
In 1912 he removed from the 76 byres in the city 23 
distinctly tuberculous cows. How many more theremay 
have been we do not know. 

When we come to examine the milk we find some 
interesting facts. In the first place he says 84 per cent. 
of these cases were children under two years of age, 
and were nourished from birth with unsterilised milk. 
We know, of course, that an uncreasingly large propor- 
tion of Scottish babies are bottle-fed. Then, as evidence 
in favour of the view that the ingestion of tuberculous 
cows’ milk is an important cause of surgical tubercu- 
losis in children, he records several cases, some particu- 
larly striking. One case of a country child, aged nine 
months, was operated upon at the Children’s Hospital 
by Mr. Stiles for multiple osseous tuberculosis. The 
father and mother and the other children were all 
healthy. The milk was obtained from a small farm in 
the village. Investigating the milk supply of _ this 
patient, he discovered that of the six cows in the byre 
two had tuberculous udders, with the milk from both 
teeming with tubercle bacilli—and a child of nine 
months has been fed particularly with this milk. 


—_ 

: } 

: 

1in 

: 

In 

lat 

he 

on 

: 

1D 

1e, 

ny 

0- 


674 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


Apmil 18, 1914 


Then another one. A _ surgical out-patient of the 
Royal Hospital for Sick Children, suffering again from 
multiple tuberculosis of the bones, elicited the follow- 
ing: The baby had been bottle-fed with milk obtained 
from a small dairy farm. The mother had been in- 
formed by the child’s grandfather, who worked on the 
farm, that soon after the birth of the child one of the 
cows had gone wrong! Theanimal had rapidly wasted, 
and became so weak that it was unable to stand—it 
was actually milked lying on the ground, and this milk 
was used for human consumption. By this time it was 
thought expedient to call in a veterinary surgeon, who, 
finding the animal suffering from generalised tubercu- 
losis with marked involvement of the udder, at once 
ordered its destruction and burial. In both of these 
cases the bovine type of bacillus was isolated. 

Then another case. A child aged six years. A 
swelling appeared suddenly on the right side of the 
neck, an pain formed, pus swarming with tubercle 
bacilli. Sterno-mastoid muscle extensively involved by 
the tuberculous process ; right faucial tonsil slightly 
enlar, and showed a dirty surface. The patient 
usually had unsterilised cows’ milk at every meal. 
Daily supply of milk to the house about two gallons, 
and obtained from dairy farm where twenty cows were 
kept. Byre visited in December, 1912, and it was 
ascertained that a case affected with generalised tuber- 
culosis (lungs and udder involved) been removed 
from the byre for destruction in October, 1912. This 
cow had been in the byre and used for milking purposes 
for about four years. He isolated the bovine type of 
tubercle bacilli from both the cervical glands and from 
the enlarged tonsil. 

Some time ago Mr. Stiles was asked to see a baby 
which the mother thought was suffering merely from 
the effects of teething. The child was found to be 
suffering not only from tuberculosis of the bones of 
hands and feet, but also from tuberculous disease of the 
upper jaw, of both frontal bones, and of the cervical and 
mesenteric glands. No operation was recommended. 
Death occurred six weeks later from tuberculous 
meningitis. The parents were both free from tubercle, 
as also were the other children. On inquiry into the 
milk supply, Mr. Stiles was informed that two cows 
were kept on the Home Farm for the special use of the 
household, that they had both been tested, and that 
neither of them had reacted to the tuberculin test which 
had been applied six months previously. He suggested 
that they were angen! too tuberculous to react, and 
that the best plan would be to kill them. This was 
done, with the result that both cows were found to be 
suffering from general tuberculosis, and that one of them 
had a tuberculeus udder. In this case it is evident that 
the cows were so extensively tuberculous that they failed 
to respond to the tuberculin test. 

Here you have a case in which the actual infection 
has been traced directly to the milk supply, and I have 
given this anpeory 8 Dr. Mitchell’s case I know is 
well worked out, and how thoroughly he has gone into 
it. I should like to say that in my own experience in 
that hospital the story was exactly the same. It was 
distressing to find the number of cases of tuberculosis— 

ticularly of the mesenteric glands—which came in to 

ie, and when the case was investigated, over and over 

again it was the same story that was told. These chil- 
dren were fed on unsterilised milk. 

I want to say one word in regard to the advantages 
which accrue from tuberculous milk. [t has been 
asserted by Mr. Mond in his address that it was 
desirable to give tuberculous milk in order to confer a 
certain amount of immunity. But that is mere asser- 
tion ; it has not been proved by any facts. Supposing 
we admit it for the sake of ri soap There are, first 
of all, factors such as the number and virulence of the 
tubercle bacilli in the milk, which you are using. 


Secondly, the susceptibility of the individual to whom 
ou are going to give it. in addition, I want to know 
ow are you going to test either of these factors. We 

have no means of ascertaining the susceptibility of indi- 
viduals to tuberculosis. We know in a general way of 
certain families which apparently get tuberculosis more 
than others. We do not know the reason why they 
should. Wedo not know why small doses of tuber- 
cle bacilli should be beneficial. Wedo not know the 
number of tubercle bacilli in any special sample of 
milk. We may find the bacillus if we examine more 
carefully. 

In microscopical examination we may be able to 
ascertain the number and virulence of the bacilli in any 
given sample of milk, and, therefore, if we are going to 
use this immunising process, it seems to me a more 
egipel procedure to do your immunising by known 


oses. 

We may be told that a patient here and there who has 
got rabies (?) rendered immune to human bacilli, but for 
= oe treated there may have been 25, or perhaps 50 

illed. 

Even with the lower animals, we are not sure of the 
immunising process. Surely itis irrational to do that 
with human beings, whose lives are being sacrificed by 
experiment in the practice of this alone. 

t seems to me absolute folly to say we should use 
tuberculous milk, but some people take tuberculous 
milk with impunity. Personally, I should hesitate 
very much to drink milk which I knew to be infected. 

Statistics which they give by Ralph Vincent of the 
Infants Hospital in London say he did not bother about 
tuberculous milk. The whole object is to get clean milk. 
Personally, if I had my own way, I should abolish the 
sterilising of milk and give aclean milk supply. Even 
if [could do that Iam afraid of the impossibility of living 
in an ideal state. We would have to educate the dairy- 
men before that, and even then I should certainly still 
say that we must be extremely careful about our tuber- 
culous animals, to effectually get rid of tuberculosis. 
There isundoubtedly danger, therefore we must take 
all the precaution necessary ; whether by sterilising or 
not, to get rid of tuberculosis in our cattle. 


Discussion. 


Mr. BurRNDRED: Mr. President and gentlemen, I 
should first like to extend my personal thanks to Prof. 
Beattie for the splendid way in which he is helping us 
in performing our duty to the public. It seems to me 
that the experts of professional bodies in England in the 
past have not sufliciently made public their views on 
these matters. Unfortunately up to the present time 
the Tuberculosis Order coming from the Board of Agri- 
culture did not seem to be helping the public forward. 
For instance, each month they publish statistics of cases 
reported of all grouped as cases of tuberculosis—they 
are not divided up into different classes—tuberculosis 
with emaciation, tuberculosis of the udder, and so on. 

In passing, I should like to mention a case which 
occurred tome which emphasised the necessity of being 
careful in using the tuberculin test. This week m 
attention was drawn to a cow in one of the lairages. 
examined it very carefully and found it badly affected 
with tuberculous peritonitis, and I decided to inject 
5 c.c. tuberculin, and take the temperature at 6, 9, and 
12 hours. I may say the temperature was quite normal 
at the commencement. At the end of six hours it had 
risen to 104°79 : at the twelfth hour it had dropped to 
102. But I instructed the inspector to take further 
readings of the thermometer. In the meantime the 
owner suggested the cow should be sent out and fattened 
as it had n on poor pasture, and did not look as well 
as it should. However, the animal was slaughtered and - 
it was found to be absolutely covered with both new 
and old lesions, and that particular discharge—not very 
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common in bovine animals—from the lungs which 

denotes T.B. It seemed to me to practically prove the 

fact that you can get reaction in advanced cases if you 
ive large enough doses. 

With regard to tubercle infected milk, not knowing 
Prof. Beattie was reading this paper I tried to find out 
if this was dangerous, and what amount of it was 

nt in England at the present time, so we should 
ow where we stood. The London County Council 
gave the proportion of such milk at 10 per cent., which 
seems to be the average practically all over the country. 
One of the authorities took samples for animal inocula- 
tion, and got the enormous percentage of 22—double 
the percentage for England and Wales. 

Another point arises, probably through the Board’s 
pamphlet—a lot of people are saying that tuberculosis 
of the udder is usually, or almost invariably, present 
only in aged and obviously affected animals. 

Some years ago in Derbyshire I remember seeing a 
heifer in the first milking with induration of the udder, 
which 1 had passed over as probably being non-tuber- 
culous. The control came back positive. The cow had 
only calved four months, and there was slight indura- 
tion at the back of the udder ; yet a very large number 
of bacilli was seen on microscopic examination. In this, 
asin previous cases, there was very little tubercle in 
other parts of the body, but the udder in this particular 
case was badly affected. 

Last year I accompanied a friend from Sheffield on a 
visit to Derbyshire, and investigated the milk supply 
from the factory there. Some of the big factory people 
take the milk from a big district and mix it up in large 
vats before sending it out to the different districts. We 

t a sample from one such factory which was tubercu- 
ous. We examined 860 cows and found three of them 
affected with tuberculosis of the udder. 

In Blackburn, 28 cows out of a total of 400, or 7 per 
cent., were found to be affected with tuberculosis of the 
udder. Mr. Lloyd, in his annual report for Sheffield for 
1911, gives definitely the number of cases of tuberculosis 
of the udder as 3°5 per cent. 

With regard to the microscopical examination of milk, 
personally I agree with Prof. Beattie that microscopical 
examination should be supplemented by inoculation. I 
think I remember having seen in one of the medical 
journals cases of milk being examined where acid-fast 

illi were found. 

Mr. Eaton Jones : My experience is pretty much the 
same as others. We found just the normal proportion 
in Liverpool. I think the most important thing is that 
all representatives should be able to examine microscopi- 
cally. In quite a number of cases ordinary mammitis 
has been present, and in several cases of microscopical 
examination of the milk we found tubercle bacilli. 

Mr. Woops : So far as I am concerned, I don’t think 
this is really the place to discuss this question, because 
Prof. Beattie is preaching to the converted. Yet it 
seems to me to have great value for one special reason. 
There have been so many loose statements flying about 
the country lately with regard to the dangers from 
tuberculous milk, or even the value to be derived from 
tuberculous milk, and of course, naturally, those people 
chiefly concerned in the matter are the people who 
produce milk. You find a large number of children 
suffering from tubercular diseases where the type of 
bacilli is the bovine type. I think that is worth a great 
deal more than any fears one may have. 

With regard to the effect of immunising, the game is 
not worth the candle. Is there anyone—any father, 
coon perhaps an odd crank, who would submit his 
child to this treatment in practice? For one who holds 
that opinion you would find 99 who would absolutely 
refuse to allow it fora moment. When it is argued by 
farmers that there is no danger because certain people 
have written very strongly that there is no danger, we 


have our answer in statistics. There is a danger, and a 
considerable danger. 

Mr. WoLsTENHOLME: I would just like to say one 
word with respect to my feelings in this matter. I 
think Professor Beattie os rendered not only to us, 
but to the public and to the nation, a profound service 
by showing the fallacy of these statements which are 
being made. It seems to me nothing short of criminal 
folly that people who know nothing at all and have no 
means of ascertaining the truth should go about making 
these statements. Sometimes a man gets it into his 
head that it is harmful to his child to have it inocula- 
ted against smallpox. Icould not help reflecting on one 
passage spoken by Prof. Beattie, of how many people 
must drink water infected with bacilli of typhoid with- 
out becoming infected. There was another instance in 
my mind. I have known of a large number of carcases 
of animals either died or killed immediately before 
death from anthrax, which had been sent to the 
market. 

I think our friend voiced a matter of some impor- 
tance, certainly one with which I agree with him, that 
our medical authorities, in my opinion, scarcely get 
sufficiently in touch with the public to put before them 
definite evidence of any particular matter which they 
may have not only in regard to the question of tubercu- 
losis, but in nearly every other thing which is com- 
menced. Writers on radium treatment, for example, 
literary men with brains, who know nothing at all about 
it, are writing up this treatment. If we had more 
public audiences attending University lectures in im- 
portant centres on subjects of this sort—which is far 
more important than lectures on the French Revolution, 
the public could come into contact with medical men 
who could give definite facts regarding any matter of 
most striking importance to the nation. 

Prof. SHare-Jongs : I would not like this discussion 
to close without adding a word of congratulation to 
Prof. Beattie. I have observed with some alarm these 
statements which have been made so frequently in the 
lay press by irresponsible gentlemen, and intensified b: 
the unfortunate fact that one or two very respectable 

pers—respectable in the ordinary sense of the term— 

ave taken the matter up, and are rather inclined to 
support these gentlemen, and that this should come in 
a moment after some years of work on the part of 
bacteriologists, human and veterinary, to raise the un- 
thinking public to a frame of mind when they may be 
regarded as a thinking public, and knock on the head 
the old antipathy to bacteriology, that a statement of 
this kind pet | be now issued broadcast, is nothing 
short of a tragedy. I quite that it is rather a pity 
some publicity could not be given in the lay press of the 
scientific denunciation of the statement which has been 
presented to us. I regard Prof. Beattie’s scientific 
denunciation of it as incontrovertible evidence. There 
would be no getting out of it for them if some — 
could be given to such an address as we have heard to- 
day. Personally, I feel more grateful to him every day. 
Mr. Wolstenholme suggested that public lectures 
should be given. Well, I come from Wales, and it has 
been our national memorial to the late King Edward to 
stump the country from one end to the other on this 
question of tuberculosis, and what surprised me has 
been the ready manner in which people have accepted 
information on the subject. If a campaign were com- 
menced in England with the same vigour as in Wales 
— the public and the medical profession would 

nefit. 

The Prestpent: Before closing the discussion, I 
should like to make an observation or two on my own 
experiences of tuberculosis. I realise that I have not 
the opportunities that some of the whole-time inspectors 
have : but we men who are in practice do get an oppor- 
tunity of seeing a large number of cases of tu osis, 
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and some cases which inspectors do not encounter. We 
are called upon to treat animals with various infections, 
and amongst them we frequently realise that we have a 
case of tuberculosis to deal with which the owner does 
not suspect. 

One point in Prof. Beattie’s paper interested me very 
much, and that was the possibility from the evidence 
he showed, of the transmission of this disease from the 
bovine species to the human. I think that many veter- 
inary surgeons will agree that we in our practice if we 
have been at all observant, have evidence that the 
disease is communicable from one species of animal to 
another. I think many of us have satisfied ourselves 
as well as we can, with the powers at our disposal, that 
the bovine animal has been the means of supplying the 
organism which has set up the disease in another species 
of animal. I have encountered frequently tuberculous 
mesenteric glands, particularly in horses that have been 
given large quantities of milk owing to illness. 

I have in mind two cases of tuberculosis in horses 
where the disease has been manifested in other organs, 
and I have felt in these cases that they had received the 
infection from cattle, because at some period of their 
existence they had severe illness, as in the case of the 
Belgian horses referred to, and been fed with milk con- 
taining tubercle bacilli. : 

I think it is common knowledge to all medical and 
veterinary men that small doses of the virus is calcu- 
lated, if given judiciously, to afford certain immunity. 

When I commenced to study veterinary science it was 
known, and had been for many years, that in cases of 
rabies, attenuated virus could be given. Since then the 
immunizing of human beings and other animals against 
attacks of disease has become a big scientific business, 
and to-day we realise it is a matter that has to be pro- 
ceeded with on very careful lines. We do realise its 
value, but we also realise it is a matter with which we 
ought not to recklessly tamper. 

Prof. Beattie : Gentlemen, in the first place I want 
to thank you heartily for the way in which you have 
received the a “ I think it would be a very good 
thing if the medical profession and the veterinary pro- 
fession could be brought more closely together than in 
the past. I am sure it is becoming increasingly im- 
portant that those working the Public Health Service— 
the medical health officer, biologist, and veterinary sur- 
geon shall work inconjunction. In regard to some of the 
points raised, I am extremely interested in the one 
regarding the rise of temperature following injections 
with tuberculin in advanced cases of tuberculosis, where 
there was a rise of temperature in the short period of 
six hours, and the temperature down in nine hours. I 
should like if somebody could get information on the 
point where in cases injected with tuberculin and no 
reaction, whether you did not get a rise at that early 
period. My reason forasking is that some investiga- 
tions of Dr. Pinfold (?) have shown that you get a rise 
of temperature to 104 or 106 if you take the tempera- 
ture an hour oran hour and a half afterwards. If you 
don’t you find nothing at all occurs. Some of these 
temperature records which have been mentioned in 
connection with toxins have been perfectly erroneous, 

u can get them with distilled water. And, further, 
. showed that if you diluted your toxin (?) you got a 
bigger rise in temperature than when concentrated. 

Then there was the case of tuberculosis (?) without 
any definite lesions. I think these sort of cases do occur. 
We have, curiously, recently had two cases; one in a 
herd of 21 cows. Milk was sent in the ordinary routine, 
and a very careful examination was made, and there 
was only one cow in that herd which was at all suspicious 
—the others were declared to be perfectly free. A 
sample was taken from the suspicious case, and a sample 
taken from the others—I think that is an extremely 
important point—and the result was the suspected cow 


showed no evidence, and the other was tuberculons. 
Then the cows were divided up into batches of four, 
and from all these four we found tuberculosis. 

Again, these cows were examined very carefully, and 
still the veterinary inspector said he could find no 
tubercle till we took further samples and we were able 
to separate the cow in each case. Unfortunately the 
matter here was outside our area. 

In another case of exactly similar nature, the animal 
was slaughtered. In that case I asked specially that 
the whole of the udder should come to us. I entit into 
the smallest pieces and in only one extremely small 
piece, which i thought was somewhat suspicious—on 
making a section I found a typical tuberculosis nodule. 

Then the question of microscopical examination and 
acid-fast bacilli. This acid-fast bacillus occurred ina 
specially selected sample. One case that has been 
or and specially referred to in which acid-fast 

acilli was not only present in the milk, but was found 
in the guinea-pig. In inoculation in the guinea-pig 
there was nothing suspicious. We examined micro- 
scopically, I don’t think there was any tubercle, although 
we found acid-fast bacilli. We carried it further. We 
grew it and found it grew perfectly well. Since that 
period it has been puzzling us all along, until yesterday 
we have come to the conclusion that we have definite 
evidence that it is another very like tubercle but proves 
to be not tubercle. 

I still hold that microscopical examination of milk 
alone is extremely dangerous. Even with efficient 
inspection by veterinary surgeons you run a risk of some 
of these cases being missed. 

In regard to the same sample of milk being reported 
by one authority as tuberculous, and by another 
authority as non-tuberculous, I should not like to say 
anything unless I knew the method used, and the quan- 
tity of milk used, as that isa great factor in this matter. 
It is not a case of the method adopted not being a good 
one. I always recommend a considerable quantity of 
the milk and the whole of the deposit to be stirred up 
and then inoculated. 

One or two have raised the question of publicity of 
these things. I think it isa great pity that we in the 
medical profession are so pha ard tied down by the 
restrictions of the General Medical Council. 

The Prestpent: [ would like to take this oppor- 
tunity of moving that a hearty vote of thanks be accord- 
ed to Prof. Beattie for giving us this interesting 
address. When I asked him to give us a lecture he did 
not hesitate a moment when he heard the kind of lec- 
ture we wanted. We have had him here on several 
occasions, when he has given lectures which have been 
of great value to us, but in my opinion this last lecture 
is of quite as much importance as any he has ever 
given, and it is given too at a very opportune time when 
almost everybody in the country of average intelligence 
is greatly interested in the subject of tuberculosis. It 
has come at a time when statements are beirg made 
throughout the country by first one and another 
observer, and by people who make observations from 
many different points of view and proceed in a variety 
of ways. When one has to consider human and other 
animal life, the people whose observations surely are of 
the greatest value are those whe specialise in work of 
that kind. 

In Prof. Beattie we have a specialist who is more 
than ordinarily interested in the particular subject that 
he has been dealing with to-day, and he seems to infuse 
enthusiasm in the minds of members of our profession 
when he comes into contact with them, and he is always 
interested in any case of tuberculosis in the lower 
animals brought before him. Ihave been for some time 
associated with work that is being done in that direc- 
tion by Prof. Beattie, and I have also seen the great 
work going on at the laboratory, He has been most 
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anxious to assist me in obtaining a thorough know- 
ledge of the disease, and enabling me to make such 
examinations as are necessary and desirable. I am cer- 
tain that it is of great value to veterinary surgeons to 


be able to come into contact with men like Professor | 


Beattie to help us, and we are greatly indebted to him. 
Unfortunately we have very few men in our profession 
who have the opportunity of doing work such as he has 
to-day. Consequently, if we had to rely on the assis- 
tance of the members of our profession only, I am 
afraid that our information would be somewhat limited, 
so that on that account we ought to be doubly thank- 
ful. With these few remarks I beg to move that a 
hearty vote of thanks be given to Prof. Beattie. 

Mr. WaLKER: I have great pleasure in seconding the 
vote of thanks, and I am sure we are all indebted to 
Prof. Beattie for his excellent address. I may say that 
I think it was the feeling of the Committee when we 
decide to approach him it was with the view to getting 


| him to deliver an address which would give the lie 
‘direct to Dr. Mond. I look upon this as a national 
| matter, and as regards publicity, this lecture will, of 
' course, be reported in The Veterinary Record and The 
Veterinary News. With regard to publishing it in the 
lay press, we could doit through our Society along with 
his report on the sterilization of milk. 1 think that 
_ would probably get Prof. Beattie out of his difficulties in 
regard to the question of etiquette of the medical pro- 
fession. 

Prof. Beattie: I simply again thank you very heartily. 
It is a pleasure to me to do this, as it is a subject in 
| which, as you know, I am particularly interested. I 

feel strongly in regard to these statements by abso- 
lutely irresponsible people, which may do enormous 
| harm, and anything I bring before the Society, the 
Society is at liberty to use it as it likes. 


| A. WALKER, F.R.C.v.S., Hon. Sec. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 ro 1911, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Foot- 
Anthrax. and-Mouth | Glanders.+ 
Disease. 


Parasitic 


Mange. Swine Fever. 


Out- Ani- 
breaks mals. | Out- 
breaks 


(a) (a) 


Ani- foreaks| mals. Out- | Slaugh- 
“ breaks | tered. * 


mals. 
(b) (b) | (a) 


IRELAND. Week ended April 4 ll 


Outbreaks 
71 5 


1913 


Corresponding Week in 1912 
1911 


Total for 14 weeks, 1914 


| 591 34 


Corresponding period in 41912 ... 1 1 
3 3 


75 220 40 232 
one oes 27 213 64 544 
1 1 36 209 38 684 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, April 7, 1914 


Nore.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 


VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
OF IRELAND. 


(NationaL V.M.A.—Irish Branca.) 


The annual general meeting was held in the Gresham 
Hotel, Dublin, on Thursday, January 29th, Mr. P. J. 
Howard, President, occupied the chair, and there were 
also present :—Messrs. Watson, a Wilkinson, 
Patrick, Doyle, Prentice, aD avy, Healy, 
Purcell, McCann, Col. Moore, and Professors Dunne, 
Craig, and O‘Connor. 

The PresipeNt : Gentlemen, up to the present the 


minutes of the last meeting have not been circulated, 


but they will be in due course. 

Mt. Watson : I beg to propose that they be taken 
as read. 

Mr. Parrick : I beg to second that. 

There being no objection the minutes were signed by 
the Chairman. 


Prof. O'Connor announced that letters of apology 


had been received from Messrs. T. D. Lambert, Dunlop, 
Winter, Hare, Taylor, Thompson, Shearman, Ross, 
Kerr, Dobbyn, Chambers, Jarratt, Nolans, Mahony, 
McGuinness, and Preston. 

The SzcreTary announced he had received letters of 
ag ag of votes of condolence from Miss 
Hunting, Mrs. Thompson, and Mrs. O‘Reilly. 


The Secretary : With régard to the Hunting Fund 


_ I just want to say that we have received a letter from 
| Mr. Macqueen and Mr. H. Gray—Mr. Gray is Treasurer 
_and Mr. Macqueen is Chairman—and it asks us to sub- 
| scribe towards this very deserving fund. 

| 

Rerort or CounciL. 


| ‘The Secretary read the followin report :— 


___A meeting of the Council of the V.M.A.L. was held on 
Thursday, Jan. 15th. There were present : Mr. Patrick 

in the chair ; also Messrs. McKenny, Wilkinson, Wat- 
/son, Dunlop, Holland, and Professors Craig and 
O'Connor. 

Minutes of the previous meeting were read, confirmed, 
and signed. 

Apologies for non-attendance were received from 
Messrs. Reavy and Heney. 

A letter from Mr. Power was read with reference to 
fees under the Tuberculosis Order, 1913. Mr. Holland 
undertook to write to Mr. Power drawing attention to 
the scale of fees drawn up by the Association in May, 
1913, and approved by the D.A.T.I. 

A letter was read asking for a subscription to the 
Hunting Fund. A subscription list was opened by 
Messrs. Patrick, McKenny, Dunlop, Wilkinson, Watson, 
and Professors O‘Connor and Craig, each subscribing 
one guinea. 
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It was arranged to hold the annual meeting, to be 
followed by the dinner on January 29th. The Hon. 
Sec. and Mr. McKenny to make arrangements for the 
dinner, and Mr. Heney to be asked to undertake the 
musical programme, a sum not exceeding four guineas 
to be allowed Mr. Heney for this purpose. 

The following accounts were passed for ap ong — 
Reprints £2 5s.; Clerical assistant half year £5; 
Secretarial expenses and postage £3 10s. 7d ; Engrav- 
ing of medal 2s. 6d. 

n addition to those eligible for re-election the follow- 
ing Vice-president and Members of Council were 
“haan d t Mr. R posed by Mr. McK 

ident: Mr. Reavy, pro y Mr. McKenny, 
seconded by Mr. Holland. 

Vice-Presidents: Mr. Wilkinson, proposed by Mr. 
Watson, seconded by Mr. Dunlop. 

Members of Council ; Mr. Carr, proposed by Mr. 
Russell, seconded by Prof. O‘Connor; Mr. Prentice, 
by Mr. Watson, seconded by Mr. McKenny ; Mr. 
Barlow, by Mr. Wilkinson, seconded by Mr. Watson. 

It was propoaed by Mr. Watson, seconded by Mr. 
Wilkinson, and passed, Mr. McKenny objecting, that 
Rule 9 be amended as follows :— 


RULE 9. 


“Each member shall pay inadvance an annual sub- 
scription of half-a-guinea (10/6), which shall fall due on 
the first day of January in each year. No member shall 
be entitled to exercise any of the pao of the Asso- 
ciation who shall be in arrear with such subscription.” 

Amendment.—To add the words—“ and in those cases 
in which the cae” year are in abeyance for 3 years, 
the membership will automatically cease. 

Mr. McKenny: I was very sorry I had to oppose 
that, the rules as they stand at present have been con- 
sidered from time to time, and that rule has received 


very = consideration. As therule stands at present, 


if an y is in arrear the Treasurer has to submit it to 
the Council. At the meeting the Treasurer told us that 
there was one gentleman who had paid him three 
guineas, six years arrears. I think you mentioned 
another, and even the amount of four guineas has been 
paid, The suggested addition to the rule, in my 
opinion, would not only unwisely tie the hands of the 
uncil in this matter but would render the rule 
ambiguous, inasmuch as the addition would make it 
imperative that a member whose subscriptions remained 
unpaid for a given period ipso facto would cease to be a 
member of the Association, whereas the rule as it stands 
gives the Council discretionary power in dealing with 
members whose subscriptions are in arrear, therefore we 
stultify ourselves if we add the suggested addition to 
the rules—I may also state that rule No. 10 would be- 
come obsolete if the —— is adopted, as its utility 
would be destroyed. I don’t know, but I think that 
after the matter was discussed Mr. Watson, who 
gee it, was not very strong on the point himself. 
owever, he stated it was a thing he only suggested, 
and that it would get full discussion at this meeting. 
Mr. Watson: I don’t wish to take up the valuable 
time of the meeting, considering our annual dinner 
comes on immediately this meeting is over. Mr. Mc- 
Kenny objects to my amendment, but then Mr. McKenny 
generally finds himself in the unfortunate position of 
opposing everything he does not father (laughter). Now 
as a matter of fact these rules have been in existence 
for a great number of years. They were principally 
drawn up and promulgated by Mr. McKenny and the 
late Mr. Hedley. I am responsible for some small 
amendments, and the one Mr. McKenny hangs his case 
on was drawn up by me. The Treasurer gave us at the 
last Council meeting some instances of members who 
paid their subscriptions after the lapse of three or four 


years. 


pro- 


Mr. McKenny: And six. 

Mr. Watson : He did not tell us how many have 
gone into eight or ten years and have not paid. I think 
if the rules were carried out as they stand they would 
meet the requirements of the case. But as a matter of 
fact we know they have not been enforced, and I think 
it is time that some rule should be introduced that 
would provide that membership should automatically 
cease, say at the end of three years, if the subscriptions 
are not paid. I should iike to know the number of 
stamps paid in respect of members who have not paid 
for six or seven years. I think my suggestion would 
meet the requirements of the case instead of writing to 
them. If this rule came into operation members would 
soon realise they automatically cease to be members of 
the Association if they do not pay their subscriptions. 

Prof. Craic: I want to propose that this amended 
rule be adopted with the proviso that it shall come 
into force at the beginning of next year. This will give 
members who are in arrears an opportunity of paying 
the arrears of subscriptions. If they do so, then we can 
hope for a good balance in hand at the end of the 
current year. 

Mr. Watson: I have no objection to that amend- 
ment. 

The PresrpENT: As Mr. Watson is agreeable, and as 
it will not come into operation for another year, I think 
it might be well to refer it back to the Council. 

Mr. McKenny: The Council really are tying their 
hands. You will find it better to leave our hands free. 
That was under discussion before. 

A Memper: And still the money is due. 

Mr. Watson: We shall have under discussion Prof. 
Craig’s report, and perhaps it would be unfair to antici- 

te it. We might get some information from Prof. 

Jraig’s statement on our financial position. 

The PrestpENT: The matter might be amicably 
arranged at the Council meeting. 

Mr. Witkrnson : Why not decide it now when there 
are so many members present ? 

Col. Moore : It seems to me that the man who does 
not pay op in three years ought to be struck off. 

Mr. Watson : There are members in arrear for eight 
years. 

The Secretary: Are they worth considering ? 

Col. Moore: I should make it a rule that any man 
who was in arrear for three years should cease to be a 
member. 

The PrestpENtT : Would you strike him off automati- 
cally, or have each case considered by the Council ? 

Col. Moore: I should say that a man who does not 
pay for three years does not wish to be a member, and 
that he has ceased to take any interest in the Associa- 
tion. 

The PrestpeNT: Better decide the matter now by 
having a vote of the members present. It is further 
amended by Prof. Craig that it does not take force 
until January, 1915. The question is whether we will 
have that rule amended as suggested or leave it—as Mr. 
McKenny wishes—in the hands of the Council to con- 
sider the list of defaulters. 

Col. Moore: May I make a suggestion? Do you 
think anyone would pay £10 and become a member for 
life? Or £5, that is tantamount to ten years. That 
would considerably relieve the burden of a standing 
subscription of 10/6 a year, which is somewhat of a 
nuisance. 

The PrestpENT: That would be quite under a 
different heading from the present motion. I think ita 
very good suggestion, and you could propose that the 
Council should consider it at the next Council meeting 
and give their opinion as to whether it should be a rule. 
But in connection with this present matter the question 
to be decided is whether we will have this amendment 
of Mr. Watson’s made, or Prof. Craig’s, or whether we 


| 

| 

| 

| | 

| | 

\ 


April 18, 1914 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 679 


will have the rule as it is—that we consider the questiou 
of defaulters from time to time. We will vote on Mr. 
McKenny’s amendment. Does anybody second Mr. Mc- 
Kenny’s proposition that the rule should be left as it is? 
[There was no response. | 

The PrestpENT: I regret, Mr. McKenny, that you 
are not on the winning side to-night. Mr. Watson’s 
amendment of Rule 9 is passed, but it does not come 
into force until 1915. 

Messrs. Doyle and Patrick were appointed scrutineers 
of the voting papers for the election of officers and 
Council for 1914. 


TREASURER’S STATEMENT. 


Receipts. 
a £6. 


To balance from 1912 31 2 9 
Subscriptions from 1913 3216 6 
Arrears paid 1414 0 
Payments in advance 110 


Dividends received ‘ 
8. 
Invested in Consols 80 
» India 25 
” ” Bursary 
account 40 


£145 3 
133 8 2 Consols 
25 10 10 India 3$% 


£158 19 0 


Payments. 


By Transfer to Bursary Account 
Reporting meeting ; 
Audit fee 
Secretarial expenses, Assistant ot 
Printing and circulating Proceedings 
Postage, ete., Secretary and Treasurer 
Stationery and General Printing 
Hire of Room te 
Contribution to Annual Dinner 
Victoria Benevolent Fund 
Wreath (late Mr. Hedley) 
Deputation Expenses 
Law Costs me 
Contribution to National V.M.A. 
Balance 


_ 


tow 


— 


£83 


Bursary Account to January, 1914. ‘i 


Dr. To Balance, Jan. 1, 1913 = 
Proportion of Interest, Dec. 3 


toon & 


Cr. By Medal 
Balance Invested 
Included in Bank 


Examined and found correct, 
Jan, 21, 1914. JosepH H. Woopworth, F.C.A. 


Prot. Craig : I refer you to the column in which the 
moneys that we have invested are noted. You will 
notice that there are two small paragraphs. The first 
one refers to the amount of money we have paid for 
certain stock, etc. The bursary money is invested in 
Consols. In the second paragraph the same stock is 

ut down, butat par value. The reason for doing that 
is that after the late Mr. Hedley’s death the moneys had 
to be transferred from the joint trustees to Mr. Mc- 
Kenny and the par value only given. 

For the stock there is £4 4s. 8d. in dividend, and 
of that dividend one-fourth is added to the bursary 
account. The bursary account is intended to enable a 
medal to be presented to the College for competition by 
the students of the final year. There is nothing further 
I think that requires to be noted in reference to the 
bursary account. In the general account, first, there is 
the reporting of meetings. Last year there were five 
meetings—there was an extra meeting in connection 
with the transfer of the College. The item of law 
costs is an account we had with our solicitors which 
extended from 1906 to 1911, and had to deal with some 
investigations, such as the McDonnell case in Dublin, 
and alsoin connection with counsel’s opinion in refer- 
ence tothe Finance Act and relative to the rebate on 
the Motor Tax and our position as medical practitioners. 
This year we have given our first contribution to the 
National Veterinary Medical Association, we having 
now become affiliated with that Association—and you 
will notice the contribution is £3 10s. The contribution 
is put down at one shilling per head, and we record 70 
as the active list of our members. The “deputation 
expenses” were in connection with certain deputations 
that were sent to the Department. Mr. Watson had a 
lot to do with that. Subscriptions: You will notice the 
subscriptions for 1913 were £32 16s. 6d.—that is to say 
that something like 65 members paid their annual sub- 
scription. That is not what it should be. The mem- 
bership of the Association is something between 135 or 
140, and yet less than half of them have paid their annual 
subscription. No doubt we also obtain a good revenue 
from arrears, but I think it would be much better for 
the Treasurer if all subscriptions were paid annually 
and not allowed to go into arrear at all. An odd sub- 
scription of three or four guineas is very welcome, and 
I hope that when this new rule is put in torce it will 
allow of all the subscriptions-being paid. Occasionally 
a subscription is paid in advance. If you find there are 
some points in the balance sheet which are rather hazy 
and which require further explanation I shall be glad to 
give it. 

Perhaps I may refer to the dividend received. Last 
year this amounted to a little over £3. One of the 
pee dividends has not yet been received, and I 

on’t think we will get it now. I think it must have 
gone astray during the late Mr. Hedley’s fatal illness. 

Mr. Heaty: Do you give any grant to the Inter- 
national Congress ? 

Prof. Craic . No, we deferred that at the last meet- 
ing to the beginning of this year. 

Mr. Wiukrnson : I beg to propose that the balance 
sheet be accepted. 

The Secretary : I beg to second that. 

The motion was put and passed unanimously. 

The PrEsIDENT: Before we leave this question of the 
Treasurer—who has all the money—we might consider 
the matter that was referred to this meeting from the 
last one about eur further subscription to the Inter- 
national Congress. 

Mr. Reavy: With your permission, Mr. President, I 
would like to ask a question, it looks like one in geo- 

phy. Do the members who have charge of the 
Toascedtional Veterinary Congress know there is such a 
place on the map as Ireland, or that we have a Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, or that we have veterinary officers 
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attached to that Department! It seems strange to me 
that in not one section have they appointed an Irishman. 
True, the Royal Veterinary College of Ireland is repre- 
sented by the Principal. Why Irishmen should be so 
completely ignored I am at a loss to know, the only way 
they seem to remember us is to take our subscriptions. 

Mr. Heaty: I agree with you. I don’t see why the 
Irish Department of Agriculture should not be repre- 
sented. Whether that is due to laxity or what on our 
part I do not know, but I think it is time the matter 
should be remedied. There is no general practitioner 

ing over to attend the Congress. I think that at 

east one member should attend. Mr. Howard has got 
a new position, and I think he has plenty of time on Tis 
hands. I say it is hard lines that we have to supply 
money and not get —— representation. 

_ Mr. McKenny: Might I say that this may be con- 
sidered another injustice to Ireland, and that perhaps 
we might take advantage of it. I am not inclined for 
Home Rule for Ireland from one point of view, but 
= we might take advantage of it now. The pro- 
ession in Ireland has not been consulted in this particu- 
lar direction. Why the profession in this country 
should have been treated in this way I do not know. 
But as regards being on the Council of the R.C.V.S. I 
think that is our own fault. We did put up from this 
Association two members and they got in. 

Mr. Witkryson: And they never attended. Oh, yes, 
Mr. Byrne did. 

Mr. McKenny: I would like that at our next general 
meeting we should put forward Mr. Watson and Mr. 
Howard. If they would accept the office I am certain 
we would be well represented. 

Mr. Hearty: Why not have them elected at the next 
Council meeting in June ? 

* McKenny: Yes. Mr. Watson, would you con- 
sen 

Mr. Watson: I went up for a contest of this kind 
before and got very badly mauled. (Laughter.) Idon’t 
want that repeated, but now that I amon my legsI 
want to tell you I met Mr. Howard at the last annual 
meeting of the National, and he is a most popular man 
of Irish descent. I have not got the slightest doubt 
that if you put forward Mr. Howard he will be trium- 
phant at the poll. I really think Mr. Howard is the 
man. 

Colonel Moore: I happened to be at the meeting in 
connection with this International Congress last week, 
and I think there is some mistake. I don’t think the 
Council want to put a slight on Ireland at all. They 
intend toapproach the Department of Agriculture and 
the Royal Dublin Society. The matter was talked of 
at the meeting, so I think that perhaps we are going a 
little too far. I was not told who was going to read a 
paper from Ireland, but I think they want the assistance 
of the Department of Agriculture anyhow. 

Mr. Heaty: It is only in the discussion the repre- 
sentatives from Ireland will appear—Prof. Mettam and 
Prof. Craig. 

Mr. Reavy: As faras I can read from the Veterinary 
Press you are debarred. My recollection is that it was 
suggested some steps should be taken, but the matter 
was closed and nothing was done. I don’t know 
whether anything has been done, but evidently they 
can take our og es they won’t take anything else. 

Mr. Watson: If it would not be too late I would 
like to pro that the name of our friend Mr. Prentice 
should go forward. I have known Mr. Prentice fora 
number of years, and I must resent his hiding his light 
under a bushel any longer. I think it is time he took 
his stand for Ireland. He occupies a leading position 
in connection with the Department of Agriculture, and 
I strongly urge that his name be sent forward. 

Mr. PRENTI cE: I have not the modesty that Mr. 
Watson ascribes to me. I anticipated that my Depart- 


ment would be represented as any other Corporation 
will be represented. Therefore I don’t think there would 
be any use in now allowing my name to go forward at 
all. The door is closed. 

Mr. Reavy: I think it would be an insult to the 
Department of Agriculture and to Mr. Prentice if we 
proposed his name. 

e PRESIDENT: The way I look at it is this, that 
owing to the absence of a regular representative on the 
Council of the Royal College in London, where this 
thing was first considered, there has been a possible 
oversight, and that Ireland has—if you like—been for- 
gotten. Our position is that we have given a subscrip- 
tion, and that we have promised a further subscription. 
Tam sure that if our Secretary only intimates when that 
subscription is being sent that they have quite forgotten 
to pay the necessary compliment, it will be quite suffi- 
cient. As I say, it was simply owing to thoughtlessness 
there was no Irishman present at that Council meeting. 
Of course it looks bad when they applied for our money 
and got it. I took it from reading Zhe Veterinary 
Record and News that they were applying for delegates. 
But outside any Society, we of the veterinary profes- 
sion should have been considered, and the least com- 
pliment that could be paid us was that some Irish prac- 
titioner should have been put on. I am sure the matter 
is an oversight, and that if attention is drawn to it it 
can be remedied. I am sure that what Mr. Reavy 
means is that the profession in Ireland should be repre- 
sented on the Executive Council or whatever high 
authority has the management of affairs. 

Mr. Reavy : I cannot understand why the veterinary 
staff of the Department of Agriculture was forgotten, 
because the — Board of Agriculture is well repre- 
sented. Manchester is represented by its Veterinary 
Officer of Health as well as two or three other places in 
England and Scotland. They forgot we have the same 
officers in Ireland. 

The PrestpEntT : It is quite possible that the Dublin 
Corporation have already applied. 

Mr. Reavy: These men are on the different sections 
and I cannot understand why they forgot the De- 
partment of Agriculture. 

The PrustpENT: Let the Board of Agriculture stand 
by itself. I say the veterinary profession should be 
considered. The Board of Agriculture will be sure to 
get its head in somewhere—Mr. T. W. Russell or some- 
one else. 

Mr. McKEenny: No representative from Ireland has 
been appointed at all. I think we would be stultifying 
ourselves by drawing any attention to the matter at 
all. Our report will appear in the Veterinary Press. 
We have promised them money ; let us send it and have 
done with it. 

The Presibent : Why send them money at all? 

Mr. McKenny : We promised it, and it is in a good 
cause to the whole veterinary profession. 

Mr. Heaty: Would it be well to find out whose 
fault it is in not having representation from Ireland ? 

Mr. Reavy: I think it reflects on the profession in 
Treland. 

The Prestpent: Does anybody propose that we 
should take any particular action ? 

Mr. Reavy: Itis too late. Treat it with silent con- 
tempt. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 

The PRESIDENT: Of course, as you are already aware, 
Mr. Reavy has been unanimously elected as President. 
(Applause) 
he Vice-Presidents will be Mr. Dunlop and Mr. 
Wilkinson. (Applause). 

The New Members of Council will be Messrs. Heney, 
Reavy, Magee, Prentice, and Carr. (Applause). 

The Secretary has been given a further year, and 
Treasurer has also got home. (Applause). 


\ 


4 


| 

til 

| 

| é 

| 

| 


April 18, 1914 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 681 


# Before we leave I wish to congratulate our officers 
for the coming year, and I hope that under their care 
and management our affairs will prosper. (Applause). 
I also wish to thank the members of the Association 
for the very great consideration they have given me 
during my time. (Applause). 

On the motion of Mr. Watson, seconded by Mr. Mc- 
Kenny, a cordial vote of thanks was passed to Mr. 
Howard, and the proceedings terminated. 


Tue ANNUAL DINNER. 


The chair was occupied by Mr. P. D. Reavy, the new 
President, and there were also present: Col. J. 
Moore, A.V.S., J. McCann, J. F. Craig, G. T. Dunne, P. 
J. Howard, D. S. Prentice, J. Doyle, W. C. Patrick, 
W. H. Wilkinson, J. McKenny, W. H. Bradley, J. Hol- 
land, L. M. Magee, J. F. Healy, F. A. Heney, J. J. 
O'Connor, A. Watson, M. Purcell. 

Visitors : J. R. Ellison, m.r.c.v.s., W. J. Byrne, W. 
Usher, G. Beckett, F. Jeffs, F. Horner, J. R. Morgan, 
J. D. Cope, V. Sanderson, G. Haines, M. Trench, 
J. Whitmore. 

Apologies: E. C. Winter, T. D. Lambert, J. B. 
pion, J. B. Hare, F. W. Taylor, J. K. Thompson, F. 
J. Shearman, J. J. Ross, F. Kerr, A. Sg «3 W. 
Chambers, G. H. S. Jarratt, J. Nolans, B. P. J. Mahony, 
J. Preston. 

After dinner, which was excellently served, the toast 
of the King was musically honoured. 

The PRESIDENT proposed the health of the Past- 
President, and said : You all know what a good fellow 
he is, and what he has done for this Association. It is 
not necessary for me to say anything in his praise, 
beyond this, that during his year of office the affairs of 
the Association could not have been better looked after. 


e toast was enthusiastically received, “ For he’s a 


jolly good fellow” being sung. 

Mr. HowakbD, in responding, said: I have to return 
you my very sincere thanks for the kind way in which 
you have drunk 7 health. I can assure you that it 


was with no small misgivings that I undertook the 
honourable position of President of this Association. 
I felt my position all the more difficult by reason of 
the fact that a splendid man filled the chair previous to 
myself. I was onlya very humble country practitioner 
—(No, no)—and I felt I was assuming a load I would 
not be able to carry. But, thank Heaven, the time has 
come when I am relieved of the burden. (Laughter). I 
hope sincerely that the Association is at all events no 
worse off than when [ took up the reins of office. (A 
Voice : “It is all the better,” and applause). I honestly 
endeavoured to do my little best. (A Voice: “And 
ou succeeded.”) Well, if I have been a success it must 
mainly attributable to the kind co-operation I re- 
ceived from every member of the Association. This 
evening, at our annual meeting, we were considering a 
grave question—that is, what we suffer owing to our 
not being directly represented on the Council of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. It is unforta- 
nate that sucha state of affairs should exist or should 
be allowed to exist, because there is no doubt that the 
serge in Ireland ought to be represented. (Hear, 
ear). But there is this difficulty—when men who are 
millionaires in Dublin treat their profession with silent 
contempt and do not see their way to lose time and 
money attending meetings in London, it is scarcely to” 
wondered at that the country practitioner cannot 
afford to attend. Iam awfully sorry that I could not 
afford it. If I could I would willingly do the work, or 
anything I could to benefit the profession in Ireland. 
But I don’t think that any practitioner in Ireland 
should put himself out and attend meetings in London. 


It might be possible in a few years more of progress 
that the Association might be able to purchase an 


zroplane without much trouble or expense. (Laughter 
and applause). [A Voice: And insure his life.] (Laugh- 
ter.) Well, the veterinary surgeon’s life is not worth 
much. But I want in conclusion to thank you for all 
the kindness and assistance afforded me during m 
year of office, and I can only express the hope that this 
Association will continue to prosper under the guidance 
of our esteemed new President, Mr. Reavy. (Loud 

he CHAIRMAN gave the toast of “The Army Veter- 
inary Corps,” which was worthily honoured. 

Colonel Moore in responding, said, when I came 
here to-night I did not know that I would be expected 
to make a speech, otherwise I should have had one pre- 
pared. As a matter of fact | should really have been 
in Aldershot to-night. That is now my station, but 
having to move house and home, [ find myself in Dublin 
and have come along to join you. [A Voice: “ We are 
glad to have you,” and applause}. Gentlemen, I thank 
you for having toasted the Service to which I belong, 
and for having associated my health with the toast. 
During the past few days you have noticed that the 
War Office has adopted the expedient of advertising 
the Army in the newspapers, and I may therefore be 
excused if I follow suit and say a little bit about my 
own Service. You know that the Army Veterinary 
Service is divided into several sections. e havea re- 
gular Army Veterinary Service,a Special Reserve, a Terri- 
torial Force Service, and lastly young contingents of 
Officers Training Corps. Our regular Army Veterinary 
Service consists of about 170 officers, and these officers 
are distributed for duty in the United Kingdom, South 
Africa, India, and Egypt. If we went to war the num- 
ber that would be required would be very large—more 
really than the Army Veterinary Service can supply. 
We have to find ways and means to supplement our 
regular officers ; and for this we have the Special Re- 
serve in the first instance. I am glad to say that this 
Special Reserve during the last few years has taken on 
very considerably. It is a service of civilians to whom 
commissions are granted. The Army trains them for 
three months, after which they return into civil life. 
They geta retaining fee of £20a year up to the age of 
forty and are given £40 for outfit, that is for uniform. 
I cannot conceive why more young men don’t rush at it, 
because it is a very g thing. Iam very glad to say 
though that it is progressing. I take a personal in- 
terest in it, and I trust I may elicit your support in 
helping it on. A fair number from Ireland have joined. 
The third branch is the Territorial Veterinary Service. 
We have no territorials in Ireland. During the last 
few weeks in Aldershot we have had a class of territorial 
officers, and I was surprised at the advance that has 
been made. The officers’ regular service dined with 
them one evening and all sat down in mess kit. This 
in itself is a sign of the progress that has been made. 
Then the last and youngest of all services is the Officers 
Training Corps. The idea of a ee contingent 
was conceived ir this country. Prof. Mettam, Prof. 
O’Connor, Prof. Craig, and Prof. Dunne are members 
of it, and it is an excellent little contingent—none 
better. The value of the officers training contingent is 
not only one of veterinary service, but is a training for 
the youth to be good = Bin to cultivate gentlemanly 
ways, and so on. It also carries a potential sort of 
benefit to the Army. I have enumerated all these 
sections in detail because collectively they mean a great 
deal. I believe we will never excel in the Army un- 
less we can make ourselves big. The more we collect 
these sections together into one large whole the better 
chance we have of making ourselves known, felt and 
appreciated. The Army. Veterinary Service has pro- 
gressed since the Boer war. We were hopeless then, 
but we have pulled ourselves together, and are now 
going along like a house on fire, 1 am certain if we 
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ever came to war again we will render very good ser- 
vice, and a very good aceount of ourselves. Again I 
thank you for having drunk my health. I take great 
at in being a mamber of this Association in 
reland. Iam very sorry I have to leave after three 
very happy years, but I suppose, beinga soldier, I must 
move on. In anycase, I shall always look back on the 
pleasant days spent in Ireland in connection with this 
Association of which I trust I shall continue to be a 
member and come to see you occasionally [A Voice : 
“We will always be glad to see you,” and applause]. 

Mr. Watson: I give you the toast—the very im- 
portant toast of “The Department of Agriculture,” and 
particularly of that branch that is presided over with 
such dignity by the Chief Veterinary Officer, Mr. 
Prentice. The department isa most important factor 
in the progress of Ireland. Ever since Mr. Prentice 
has become chief inspector improvements have been 
made inevery direction. At the same time anyone who 
knows the Department of Agriculture, knows that the 
department and its representative officers are the best 
abused men in Ireland. (Laughter). If you go down 
to any part of Ireland and happen to mention any 
member of the department you will be lucky if you are 
not stoned out of the town. (Laughter). But after all 
the veterinary branch have done excellent work for 
Ireland. Why should not the department be an im- 
| ker body, considering that Ireland is not a manu- 
acturing country? We hear about the introduction of 
Home Rule and of the blessings that would flow from 
it—industries would grow here and blossom there : but 
it is my opinion that Home Rule or no Home Rule 
Treland is bound to remain an agricultural country, and 
the most important feature will remain—the live stock. 
And the live stock is largely looked after by the officers 
of the department. Some of the improvements that 
have been effected have been made in the breeding of 
thoroughbred stock. I think my friend Mr. Bradley 
will admit that the thoroughbred stock in Ireland has 
improved by leaps and bounds within the last ten or 
fifteen years. Therefore I think we have every reason 
to be proud of the Department of Agriculture. I 
couple with the toast our old friend, Mr. Prentice. 
(Applause). 

Mr. PRENTICE in responding, said: Like Colonel 
Moore, I did not expect to be asked to reply to a toast, 
but our Chairman is very urgent. I represent more 
especially the veterinary branch of the Department of 
Agriculture, and I think I can claim that some progress 
has been made by us. Recent events have caused it 
now to have an augmented and a re-organised veterin- 
ary staff. We don’t intend to stand still ; we intend to 
progress. I suppose we have sixty veterinary surgeons, 
some of whom have been with us for 30 or 40 years, 
but the great majority of them are new comers. The 
Department of Agriculture has the ruling voice in the 
appointment of certainly over 160 veterinary surgeons 
in this country. We have had recently in Ireland out- 
breaks of foot-and-mouth disease, which did not ap- 
pear for 28 years previously. That malady has 
awakened us to new energy. [ might here say we 

ro to provide an extensive laboratory, and I 

now that veterinary surgeons, especially such as local 
authority veterinary surgeons should take advantage of 
that laboratory. 

Then I might refer to one disease which breaks out 
in dairy yards—I mean contagious abortion. We in- 
vite you to diagnose this contagious abortion as it 
affects dairy cows. We receive, as is done by the 
English Board, blood from the supposed affected ani- 
mals and we inform the owners—and [ trust we will be 
able to inform the veterinary surgeons—whether these 
animals are so affected. Hitherto we have been able 
by using a vaccine, known as anti-abortin, to inocu- 
late a considerable number of dairy cattle with re- 


markably successful results. All I would ask is that in 
sending us material for this test known as the agglu- 
tination test—that thoroughly aseptic measures be 
adopted, otherwise it will do us or the veterina: 
surgeon no credit. Having gone into that small item, 
can perhaps only say that in the Department of Agri- 
culture the veterinary profession has a strong friend i 
this country. It takes the greatest interest in the veterin- 
ary profession, especially inthe veterinary surgeons whom 
it in a measure controls, as it does in the case of local 
authorities under the Diseases of Animals Acts. I 
don’t know whether I would be right here in urging 
one point on veterinary surgeons who are veterinary 
inspectors. There wa3 a time, we all know, when ex- 
amining sheep for sheep scab—unfortunately a very 
common disease—sufficient care was not exercised, and 
orly a casual examination was made. Now we recog- 
nise that we must go more deeply into the disease if we 
are going to eradicateit. I again thank you on behalf 
of the department. (Applause). 

Mr. Patrick proposed the toast of “The Royal 
Collegeof Veterinary Surgeons,” and said : The financial 
conditions of the College are unfortunately not as good 
as they might be, and we must all regret that its efforts 
are hampered by want of the sinews of war. The pro- 
fession has been appealed to and has responded fairly 
well in different quarters. We all deplore the loss of 
the late Mr. Hunting—a very distinguished member. 
We had the Annual Meeting and Dinner in Dublin two 
years ago, and it was pronounced to be one of the best 
and most successful functions ever held in Ireland. I 
hope it won’t be long before we have them in Ireland 
again to show how we appreciate that body. (Applause). 

The toast was cordially received. 

Professor CraiGc, in responding said: This toast is 
generally associated with the name of a member of 
Council, and I am sorry to note that no Councilman is 
present. In the circumstances it would have been more 
appropriate if one of the gentlemen of those whose names 
were proposed as candidates for the Council.of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons at the General Meeting 
had been called upon to respond to this important toast. 
I was glad to notice that the toast was honoured very 
heartily, because it shows that the Royal College, 
although its headquarters are situated in London, has a 
warm place in the hearts of its graduates in Ireland. It 
would certainly be much better for the members of the 
profession here in Ireland if we had more representa- 
tives on the Council. Mr. Howard has told us the 
disabilities under which a practitioner in Ireland suffers 
in acting on the Council. Unfortunately, the funds of 
the College are not in the condition in which we would 
like them to be. At the present time they are gradually 
saprg om - and it may soon be that the College will be 
in a bankrupt condition. But I hope the members of 
the profession will stand to the College and see it does 
not go under. It is the only portal by which members 
can enter the profession in the British Isles, and I ho 
efforts will be made to preserve it. I was also glad the 
toast was received so heartily, because I take it as an 
agreement with the policy of the Council. One of the 
complaints made is that the Royal College does not take 
sufficient interest in cases which are brought under their 
notice for investigation and prosecution. We know that 
on several occasions this Association has sent some 
cases of infringement on our domain to the College, but 
that the College decided that it was unable to take 
action on account of the absence of sufficient available 
evidence. To my mind the College could have come to 
no other conclusion. An adverse decision would do an 
infinite amount of harm to the profession. Perhaps 
when the Amendment Bill is passed, which is so necessary 
for the very existence of the College, the Council will be 
able to defray the expenses of its members, and thns 
remove the disabilities attached to the office for an Irish 
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member, and it will certainly be in a stronger position 
to maintain the rights of the profession and prevent an 

infringement on its domain. We trust that time will 
soon come. In conclusion, on behalf of the Royal 
Col of Veterinary Surgeons, I desire to thank you 
for the hearty way in which you have received this 


t. 
i. O’Connor : I think nothing remains for me 
except to endorse what Professor Craig said, and to 
ork you on behalf of the College for having honoured 
the toast so heartily. (Applause). 
The CHAIRMAN pro the toast of “Our Guests,” 
which was responded to by Mr. Haines and Mr. Whit- 


mores 

Mr. WHITMORE proposed the health of the Profession 
in ——- which was responded to by Mr. Watson and 
Mr. ey. 

Mr. Prentice: I wish to propose the health of Mr. 
Reavy, the new President. Personally, Mr. Reavy and I 
have been old friends for upwards of thirty years, and I 
have never known anything about him that was not to 
his credit. He has now entered on his year of office as 
President of this Association, and I have no Jeubt that 
when it terminates we will all be in a position to con- 
gratulate him for what he has done. Naturally he 
states he has a very rough road to travel, seeing that so 
many eminent men have travelled it before him. But I 
have no doubt he will follow worthily in their footsteps. 
Without saying anything further in regard to Mr. 
Reavy, I ask you to drink his health. 

The toast was enthusiastically received. 

The PREsIDENT: Gentlemen, I have to thank you for 
the henaty way in which you have received the toast 
proposed by Mr. Prentice. I have also to thank you for 


aang me to the oT of President of this Associa- 
t 


tion. it the highest honour you could have bestowed 
upon me, and I feel very proud of it. On looking over 
the roll of Past Presidents, it makes me feel quite 
nervous to think that I could attain the same — 
results for the benefit of the profession as they have 
done ; I have a fair amount of cheek, but not enough to 
think I could ever follow in their footsteps. One thing 
I can assure you, gentlemen, I have the interest of the 
profession very deep at heart, and anything I can do to 

mote its interest, will be to me a labour of love. I 

ope at the end of are of office, with the assistance 
of our worthy Hon. Secretary, Professor O’Connor, and 
every member of the Association, we will have done 
something for the betterment of the profession we all 
love so dearly. 

Mr. Henry proposed the health of “Our Musical 
Guests,” and said they wished to give their hearty 
thanks to them for having come amongst them that 
evening. He coupled with the toast the name of Mr. 

. D. Cope, and said that owing to an engagement in 
Dundalk, Mr. W. F. Cope was unable to favour them. 
He thought they owed their musical guests a deep debt 
¢ ae e also coupled with the toast, Mr. Fred 


Je 
seer Jeffs, J. D. Cope, Morgan and Sanderson 
nded. 
rt. HENEY proposed the toast of “Our Secretary and 
: urer.” In Professor O’Connor they could have no 
better officer. (Applause). He was heartily interested 
in the welfare of the Association, and was doing his 
level best to increase the membership of the Associa- 
tion. That night brought him a great deal of trouble 
and worry, but he was always able to meet any difti- 
culties. (AP lause). He also coupled with the toast 
their worthy Treasurer. Canes. 
Professor O’Connor said he thanked them very 
Saeatile jodeod for the very kind way in which they had 
drunk his health. He could assure them it was a — 


one pleasure to him to do anything he could on be 


Association. He considered it a great honour to 


be Secretary of the Association. He could not allow the 
occasion to pass without referring to his able assistant, 
Mr. Haines, who did the bulk of the hard work. 
fessor CraiG was very glad to be able to possess 
their confidence in looking after the funds of the 
Association. 
In the course of the evening an excellent musical 
os mme was sustained by Messrs. J. R. Morgan, 
eCann, F. D. Cope, Vine Sanderson, Heney, Wilkinson 
Baggot and Fred Jeffs. Mr. Harmer efficiently presided 
at the pianoforte. 


SOUTH DURHAM AND NORTH YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
{[NationaL V.M.A.—NorTHEeRN Branca). 


A meeting was held in the Imperial Hotel, Darling- 
ton, on Friday, March 13th, Mr. J. M. Walker, West 
Hartlepool, President, in the chair. There were also 
resent: Messrs. D. R. Dudgeon, Sunderland; W. H. 

lackburn, South Hetton; W. Awde, Stockton-on- 
Tees; P. Snaith, Bishop Auckland; T. Wilkinson, 
Lanchester ; W. N. Dobbing, C. G. Hill, F. H. Sander- 
son and J. H. Taylor, Darlington. 

Visitors: Dr. Hern, Darlington; Messrs. A. G. K. 
Brittain, Guisbro’ ; and J. W. Rider, Beamish. 

It was proposed by Mr. Dobbing, seconded by Mr. 
Hill and carried, that the minutes of the previous 
meeting as they appeared in the Veterinary Record, be 
taken as read and confirmed. 

Elections and Nominations. Mr. A. G. K. Brirrary, 
M.R.C.V.S., Guisbro’, was elected a member of the 
Association, on the proposition of Mr. Snaith, seconded 
by the Secretary. 

Mr. J. W. Riper, Beamish 8.0, was nominated by 
Mr. Wilkinson, seconded by Mr. Sanderson. 

Mr. R. BarKeER, M.R.C.v.s., Stockton-on-Tees, was 
elected a member, on the proposition of the President, 
seconded by Mr. Wilkinson. 

The Presipent gave Mr. Brittain a hearty welcome 
to the Association, and expressed the hope that he 
would attend the meetings. 

Mr. Brirratn suitably replied. 

Correspondence. Apologies regretting their inabilit; 
to be present were received from Messrs. H. Peele, J. 
Wilson, P. B. Riley, T. T. Jack, and E. R. Gibson. 

The invitation from the Royal Sanitary Institute to 
attend the Congress of the Institute to be held at 
Blackpool from July 6th to 11th, which had been left 
over from the last meeting was considered. 

Mr. Hit spoke strongly in favour of the Association 
sending a delegate, and thought the profession ought 
to lose no opportunity of attending such gatherings, 
and taking part in the discussions, and thus showing to 
the public generally that veterinary surgeons were quite 
capable of filling appointments in connection with 
public health work. 

Mr. Sanperson thought the subject ought to be 
dropped as he did not see what use could be done by 
attending the Congress. After other members had ex- 
pressed their views. 

Mr. SnarrH proposed that the President be sent as 
the delegate from the Association, and that his out of 

ket expenses be paid; this was seconded by Mr. 
udgeon and carried. 

Mr. WALKER said that he would try his best to be 
present at the hog. Tm but being single handed he 
might find it rather difficult to get away. 


Tue Huntine Funp. 
A circular letter soliciting subscriptions for this fund 
was read. 
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Mr. AwbE said that he had known the late William 
Hunting for many years and thought the splendid 
work he had done ought to be recognised in some way. 
He understood that a movement was on foot to try and 
get a grant from the public service fund for the benefit 
of the children of Mr. Hunting. : 

Several members expressed their appreciation of Mr. 
Hunting’s work, and it was generally agreed that any 
help to the fund would be best left to the individual 
members of the Association. 


GuanpERs— Discussion oF Mr. DupGEon’s PAPER. 


Mr. H who moved the adjournment of the dis- 
cussion at the last meeting, when the a oe was read, 
regretted that he had not had time to read through Mr. 
Dudgeon’s remarks as he had intended doing. Per- 
sonally, he had not seen many cases of the disease. He 
noticed that when the temperatures of tk2 pit ponies 
had been taken just on coming into the stable from 
work, according to the observations of Messrs. Dudgeon, 
Gibson and Blackburn they were often 103°, which was 
interesting. He took particular notice of what Mr. 
Dudgeon had said with reference to the mallein test, 
that it was not safe to om an opinion until 36 hours 
after inoculation. He felt he must not sit down with- 
out thanking the essayist for his interesting and-prac- 


paper. ‘ 
Mr. AWDE ex his regret at not being a er 
at the last meeting when the e had 


ret was read. i 
not had much experience of the disease, excepting 
when at College, where he saw a | pm ay | cases. 
With reference to temperature he had usually found it 
higher than normal in an animal coming in from work. 
At present he had under treatment a good many cases 
of influenza and strangles, and in many of these cases 
the submaxillary glands were enlarged very similar to 
what they were in glanders. He was using nuclein in 
these cases with good results. 

Mr. J. W. Riper said as a visitor to the meeting, he 
should like to say a few words with reference to the 
subject under discussion. He remembered 18 to 20 
years ago, when a young man, having a case of thick leg 
with ulceration in a pit pony. A dose of physic was 
given and the result was that the ulceration was more 
marked and glanders was diagnosed. The whole of the 
animals were then tested with mallein and many reacted. 
In his = every animal ought to be tested with 
mallein before going into the pit. In taking the tem- 

rature of pit ponies it was an uncommon thing to 

d many with a sub-normal temperature. 

He agreed with Mr. Dudgeon that it was not wise to 
give an opinion until thirty-six hours had elapsed after 
Inoculation with mallein. He had known cases where 
the local reaction was only very slight at the end of 
twenty-four hours, but at the end of thirty-six hours the 
swelling was well marked. He once had a case which 
after inoculation had no increase of temperature, but 
had a local reaction of 6 inches by 4 inches, and the 
swelling was three or four days before it disappeared. 
This animal was tested again, but did not react, but it 
was destroyed, and on t-mortem nodules of the 
disease were found in the liver and lungs. 

Dr. HERN expressed pleasure at being present at the 
meeting, and had derived much information from what 

been said about the disease. He would like to 
know if the members thought mallein curative in its 


on. 
He had seen three cases of glanders in human beings 
which were very puzzling at first to him, and the other 
medical practitioners at the hospital, and they thought 
of calling in a veterinary surgeon to consult with them. 
apa were sent up to the Clinical Research, and 
the report was that they were treating glanders. One 
patient died and two recovered. All three cases 
occurred in cases of men working in stables. 


Mr. Riper said that mallein was curative, and this 
had been demonstrated in his experience. He knew of 
cases which had been tested 12 or 14 times, and after 
the third or fourth inoculation no reaction was obtained. 

Mr. SnaIrTH said that up to a month or so ago he was 
under the impression that glanders in man was incura- 
ble, but in a recent issue of Zhe Journal of Com 
tive Pathology and Therapeutics a case was recorded of 
an Indian veterinary surgeon being attacked with and 
cured of the disease, but he had to undergo terrible 
sufferings. 

Mr. DupDGEoN, in replying, said that he was pleased 
his small effort had interested the members. With 
reference to temperatures, violent exertion did undeubt- 
edly send the temperature up, but during his examina- 
tion of pit ponies he frequently found that when quiet 
in the stable their temperatures were very often sub- 
normal, 97°, 98°, 99°, for instance. 

As Mr. Rider had told them, it was no uncommon 
thing to get a good local reaction and no increase of 
temperature. In making post-mortems of glandered 
animals, he advised all not to confine their attention 
only to the lungs when looking for lesions, for these 
often occurred in the liver and spleen, and were absent 
in the lungs. If you got a local reaction and increase in 
temperature, you could depend upon lesions bein 
As regards testing, you might not get a 


present. 
reaction at the 9th to the 15th hour, and he had known 
of some veterinary surgeons considering this long 


enough to wait before deciding whether an animal was 
affected or not, but from his experience he would not 
give a certificate until after the 36th hour. 

In reply to Dr. Hern he might say that mallein was. 
curative, and many years ago a French veterinary sur- 
geon continued testing some army horses until they 
ceased to react. They were then considered cured of 
the disease, and were placed alongside other horses 
which had the test, and they worked together 
ae without any recurrence of the disease. 

is opinion was, however, that if you had a reacting 
animal you had better get rid of it. He had read the 
account in the journal which Mr. Snaith had referred 
to, and would send the account to Dr. Hern to read. 
It was most interesting, but the poor fellow suffered 
much and lost hisarm. He thought he got the disease 
when experimenting with cultivations. 

During the testing of some animals recently he had 
found the temperatures rather high at the time of 
inoculation, and in those cases one must rely on the 
local reaction to a great extent. On March 2nd he 
tested a pony whose temperature was 103°2 at the time 
of inoculation, and never got much higher. Another 
had a temperature of 100°6° at time of testing ; nine 
hours after it was 98°4°, and then gradually went up to 
104°6°. The local reaction was only slight and not 
— pronounced. This pony was retested for the local 
authority a week later, its temperature was 99°8° at 
the time of inoculation, 104°8 at the 12th hour, and 
then gradually came down to normal. The local swel- 
ling was not typical excepting for the soreness, and he 
would like to impress the fact that the degree of sore- 
ness was very important, even if the swelling was not a 
bigone. During the time this pony was first tested it 
was off its feed, but not the second time, but it would 
have to be destroyed. He thought that the testing done 
by Messrs. Gibson and Blackburn was easily a 
for the North of England. He acted for the local 
authority in the matter. There were only two or three 
clinical cases presented to them, and the others would 
never have been discovered had it not been for 
which had proved itself absolutely reliable. 

Mr. Hit proposed a very hearty vote of thanks to 
Mr. Dudgeon for his valuable paper, and included in 
that vote of thanks Messrs. Gibson and Blackburn who 
had so kindly given their experience of the disease. 
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This was seconded by Mr. Snaith, and carried with 
acclamation. 
CLINICAL CasEs. 


Mr. Snartu exhibited a piece of wood 33 inches long, 
which he had taken from a colt. The animal had 
cmp along the side of a fence, and this foreign body 

entered Bog near the first rib, passed under the 
shoulder blade to about the girth, and when he was 
called to the animal on[y about one inch was protrud- 
ing. There was great lameness at first, but this gradu- 
ally disappeared. What struck him most was the 
absence of secondary abscesses. 

He also exhibited a mammary gland which he had 
recently taken from a collie bitch. It was cystic in 
character, which condition in his experience was rare. 

He had recently had an interesting case of what 
looked like a tuberculous growth in the larynx of a cow. 
This cow suffered from laryngitis for a tew days ; it 
received treatment, and got alright so far as one could 
see. It had a relapse and got worse, and was eventu- 
ally destroyed, with the result that the growth which he 
now produced was found in the larynx, and the lym- 

hatic glands in the chest were affected in the same way. 

he illness came on quite suddenly which made one 
first think that some foreign body was the cause of the 
mischief. 

Mr. SnairTa also exhibited a calculus taken from the 
bladder of a horse, which had been destroyed on account 
of old age. A large calculus was found in the neck of 
the bladder, and there was a calculus in each kidney. 
It was interesting to note that these had never caused 
the horse any trouble during life, and their presence 
was a surprise when the animal was slaughtered. 


Fox TERRIER WITH TWO AMPUTATED HIND LEGs. 


Mr. SNaITH showed a of this interesting 
case. It appeared that this fox terrier bitch two years 
ago was caught in a reaping machine and both hind 
legs were cut off below the hocks. The bitch was a 
great favourite, and was in pup, so was kept, and reared 
up her offsprin By that time the stumps had healed 
over, and as she managed to get about alright her life 
was spared. When travelling on soft ground she could 
put the legs down alright, but if the surface was at all 
rough or stony she carried her legs under her. He did 
try a aed of false legs, but the bitch was soon at them 
with her teeth. 


LYMPHADENOMA IN A Bitca. 


_ The Secrerary stated that he had recently had an 
interesting case of this disease. It occurred in a Scotch 
terrier, and was brought to him with the history that 
for some time she had been losing flesh, and seemed 
listless and would not eat. The bitch was in an emacia- 
ted condition and had a pendulous abdomen, and he 
recommended the owner to have the bitch destroyed. 
This was done, and a post-mortem made with the result 
that the enlarged spleen, which he showed them, was 
found. This — weighed 1 1b. 120z., and was of a 
particularly bright red colour, the liver was enlarged 
and showed — of softening, but only in the spleen 
were lymphoid growths found. 


PFLANz’s EMBRYTOME. 


It had been arranged to have on view at the meeting 
this instrument, through the courtesy of Messrs. A. 
Favre & Co., Newgate Street, London. It was inspect- 
ed with much interest by the members, but it was gener- 
ally agreed that it would not be very practicable for the 
Association to purchase the instrument. 

Mr. DupcEon proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. 
Walker for his conduct in the chair. This was seconded 
by Mr. Wilkinson and carried, and the members then 
had tea together in the hotel. 

J. H. Taytor, Hon. Sec. & Treas. 


VICTORIA VETERINARY BENEVOLENT FUND 


The quarterly meeting was held at 10 Red Lion 
Square, London, on Thursday, April 2nd. There were 
present: Messrs. Dunstan, Slocock, Garnett, Spicer, 
Abson, Sumner, Banham, and Shipley. In the un- 
avoidable of the President, Mr. J. Dunstan in the chair. 

Apologies for absence were received from Messrs. 
P. J. Simpson, H. A. MacCormack, F. L. Gooch, and 
the President (Mr. R. C. Trigger). 

The minutes of the last meeting having been adopted, 
the Secretary presented his report. 


SecketTary’s Reporr. 


I have again been through the grants to our old re- 
cipients. Unfortunately, ten not able to give every 
detail I should like, as it is difficult to obtain replies 
from my correspondents after repeated endeavours. 1 
may say that, acting on the result of the enquiries made, 


I feel 1 should recommend the continuation of the 
to Mesdames J—-, G——, C——, G—,, 
Y—, B—, P—, H—, T—, 
M——, and T——. 


The grant to M.——W. can now safely be increased 
to 10s. per week, and that of Mrs. S—— to 7s. per week. 
I will place before you communications from Mr. Amos 
with reference to it. Horton, and from Mr. Brown, of 
Invergordon, with reference to Mrs. 8 ; 

A fresh application has been received from Mrs. T——. 
I have suggested to the Exor that we endeavour to get 
the daughter, aged 10, into the London Orphan Asylum. 
I have received the nomination papers, and have sent 
them on to the Secretary. I shall be very glad if any 
member of the Fund who can will help to get this girl 
elected. I would suggest that a grant of 5s. per week 
be made to the Exor for the maintenance of the child 
aged two, and that Mrs. T—— be informed that we are 
unable to do more, and that she should endeavour to 
obtain some situation. ; 

Iam presenting a satisfactory increase in our list of 
members, and sincerely hope that every effort will be 
made by the members of the Council to attract new 
members by indicating to them the good work we are 
doing, especially pointing out the insufficiency of the 
grants we are able to make. At the present time our 
grants to 15 recipients amounts to £288 annually. 

I have seen the Secretary of the London Orphan 
Asylum this morning. He informs me that the nomina- 
tion has been received, and the election will take place 
in June. I therefore propose to obtain list of sub- 
scribers to the Home, and shall hope that every mem- 
ber of the profession who would be willing to help to 
obtain votes will immediately communicate with me, I 
shall be only too happy to send full pare. cards, 
and a list of subscribers to the Fund. I am strongly 
advised that individual efforts energetically carried on 
will undoubtedly be the means of getting the girl elected. 
This is a matter of very great importance, as owing to 
her age this is the last ik only chance for her election. 

It was agreed that the grants to all the old recipients 
should be continued, and that the grant to Mrs. 
be increased from 5s. per week to 10s. per week, subject 
to satisfactory replies being received from corres- 
pondents. 

It was agreed that the grant to Mrs. S—— should be 
increased from 5s. to 7s. per week. 

The action of the Secretary in getting the nomination 
for the election of Hilda Tait to the London Orphan 
Asylum was confirmed, on the proposal of Mr. Garnett, 
seconded by Mr. Spicer. 

On the proposal of Mr. Sumner, seconded by Mr. 
Abson, the Secretary was instructed to send a cheque of 
£5 to Mr. Amos, of Durban, to be applied for the benefit 
of Hewitt Horton, for some educational purpose which 


Mr. Amos considers advisable. 
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The Secretary presented to the Council for considera- 
tion the offer of Mr. E. A. West, to present to the Funds 
of the Society the receipts for the Sunday exhibitions 
at a cinematograph show owned by him, the London 
County Council indicating that the receipts from such 
exhibitions are to be given to some charitable object. 
The Council viewed with great pleasure the kind offer, 
and accepted the same, wes the conditions could be 
carried 


List of New Subscribers since last quarterly meeting: 

d. 
Aitchinson, D. A. D., Madras 10 6 
Awde, W., Stockton-on-Tees 10 
Broome, J.D., Board of Agric. } 6 
Fisher, Capt. O.S.,  A.v.c. 1006 
— .C. D., Ashford, Kent 10 6 
Goodall, T. B., Christchurch, Hants. 
Knott, G.P, av. 10 6 
Lambert, R. H., Dublin 110 
Mosley, Capt. H.S., a.v.c. 10 6 
Olver, W. Tamworth 
Packman, W., Bury 10 6 
Revill, W.C. B., Board of Agriculture 10 6 
Rees-Mogg, Capt. G., 5 0 
Robertson, J., Stalham 10 6 
West of Scotland V.M.A. a 
Webb, Capt. E. C. 
Schofield, Capt. W. E. 110 
Fail, Capt. F. W., Khartoum 20 0 
Carr, Major F. U,, 220 
Spencer, Trevor, Kettering 110 
Bosley, Capt. J. A., 100 
Bishop, G., Bristol 
Boyle, Vincent, Board of Agriculture 10 6 
Bland, A. Whi Coningsby, Lincs. a 
Hatton, W.J., Richmond, Surrey 10 6 
Mulcahy, T. R., Clonmel, Ireland ae 
Southall, J., Kensington 10 6 
Branford, R., Hissar, India 10 6 
Toope, T.C., Dover, Kent 10 6 
Morgan, E., Faversham (sub. increased) 10 6 
Wootton, Mrs., Maidenhead 10 0 


TENTH INTERNATIONAL VETERINARY 
CONGRESS. 


The following ladies have kindly consented to form 
the nucieus of a Ladies Committee in connection with 
the Tenth International Congress :—Mrs. Banham, 
Mrs. Butler, Mrs. Garnett, Lady M‘Fadyean, Mrs. 
Moore, Mrs. Male, Mrs. Mettam, Mrs. Macqueen, Mrs. 
Price. Mrs. Shave, Mrs. ag we Mrs. Slocock, Lady 
Stockman, Mrs. Todd, Miss Trigger, Mrs. Villar, Mrs. 
Willett, Mrs. Woods, Mrs. Wooldrid 


The Organising Committee would be very pleased if|& 


the various members would be kind enough to ask their 
lady friends and relations to serve on the Committee 
and to forward their names and addresses to the Hon. 
Secretary, at 10 Red Lion Square. 

The Committee desire to — out that they have no 
means of learning, except through members, of those 
ladies who are willing to take an interest in the Con- 
gress, and it is with a view of getting together as repre- 
sentative a Committee as possible that this appeal is 
made. Names and addresses should be sent forward at 
the earliest date possible, as it is desired to print them 
in the programme of the Congress. 

It may papel out that the duties in connection 
with the ies’ Committee will not he very onerous, it 
will only ben to hold a few meetings of the 
Committee before the Congress for the purpose of 


no a how lady visitors can be most suitably enter- 
tained. 

During the Congress week it is expected that the ser- 
vices of the members of the Ladies’ Committee will be 
at the disposal of lady visitors to the Congress. 

On the pro lof the Veterinary Medical Associa- 
tion of Ireland, the following names have been added to 
the Organising and Executive Committees of the 
Congress :— 

Organising Committee : Messrs. J. i Dublin ; 
J. Holland, Athy; F. W. Emery, Dublin; J.J. 
Belfast; D. Hamilton, Ballina; J. J. Vahey, Sligo ; 
P. J. Howard, Ennis. 

Executive Committee: Messrs. A. Watson, J. H. Carr, 
W. H. Wilkinson, Dublin ; L. M. Magee, Navan. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS, 1894 To 1911. 


Return showing the number of Premises on which the 
existence of TUBERCULOSIS has been notified to the 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries during the month of 
March, 1914. 


ENGLAND (Counties) ENGLAND (continued) * 
Bedford 3 3 | Worcester 5 5 
Berks _ 2 3 | York, East R 4 4 
Cambridge ee » NorthR 4 4 
Chester 27 29 » West R. 35 35 
Cornwall 8 8 
Cumberland 6 8 WaLes. 

Derby 12 12 Anglesey 8 9 
Devon 10 11 | Carnarvon : = 
Durham 3 3 | Denbigh 
Essex 4 4) Flint 4 4 
13 13 | Merioneth 

ants 3.64 
Hertford 4 4 ScoTLaND: 
Huntingdon 3 3 | Aberdeen 18 18 
Kent 5 5 | Argyll 2 2 
Lancaster 51 54 | Ayr 16 17 
Lincoln, Holland 3 3. Banff 4 4 

» Kesteven 5 5 | Caithness 2 3 

Lindsey 7 7 | Dumfries 5 5 
London 3 5 | Elgin or Moray ee 
Middlesex 2 3. Fife 10 10 
Norfolk 6 7 | Forfar 6 6 
Northampton 4 4 | Haddington 3 3 
Northumberland 5 5 | Inverness 3 
Notts 6 7 | Kincardine 3.4 
Oxford 1 1 | Kirkeudbright 10 11 
Salop 18 19 | Lanark ll 12 
Somerset 3 3 | Midlothian 
Stafford 22 22 | (exCityofEdin.): 4 4 
Suffolk 4 4 | City of Edin. 1 4 
Surrey 3 3 | Orkney 3 3 
Sussex, East 4 4 | Perth 9 ll 

“ est 4 7 | Renfrew 
Warwick 6 6 | Ross& Cromarty 3 3 
Westmoreland 2 2 | Wigtown 4 4 
Wilts 29 38 —_— 


Torats 486 521 


* Number of bovine animals suffering from tuberculosis 
of the udder, tuberculosis with emaciation, or giving tuber- 
culous milk, in respect of which notice of intention to 
slaughter has been received. 


Foot-and-Mouth Disease. 


A Thurles message says that an outbreak of foot- 
and-mouth disease was confirmed on Wednesday evening 
at Tullaroon, Co. Kilkenny, 18 miles from Thurles. 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 ro 1911, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Foot- 
Anthrax. and-Mouth | Glanders.t+ 
Disease. 


Parasitic 


Mange. Swine Fever. 


Out- | Ani- 
Period. mals. | Out- 
breaks 
(a) 


| Out- | Ani- 
mals. 


Out- | Slaugh- 
breaks mals. breaks 
a) 


Gr. BRITAIN. 
Week ended April 11 


1912 


| 1913 
1911 


573 
1595 
560 


Total for 15 weeks, 1914 


139 8770 


1913 217 
Corresponding 
period in 


170} 1127 2373] 110] 546 | 6933 
123 | 1657. 3787] 147] 939 | 11979 
18 196 287 615 6859 


1912 | 361 | 410 
1911 --- | 299 | 349 1 
(a) Confirmed. (b) Reported by Local Authorities. 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, April 14, 1914 


+ Counties affected, animals attacked: York, North Riding 1. 


Light-Horse Breeding. 


Some £14,000 a year is being spent by the Board of 
Agriculture under the scheme inaugurated in January, 
1911, for the encouragement of light-horse breeding. In 
the annual report on the administration of the grant, it 
is stated that the breeding of light horses has been de- 
clining for many years. The increase of mechanical 
traction is to some extent responsible, but there are 
other causes, notably the fact that farmers have not 
found the industry a paying one. The main object of 
the scheme is to revive interest in the industry, and to 
endeavour to make it a commercial success. 

It is recognised that the market for the “misfit” 
light horse is daily growing smaller. As a business 
proposition it does not pay to breed “ misfits,” but only 
animals for which there is a good demand at a good 
price. The hunter is a class to which the latter defini- 
tion applies at the present time, and encouragement is 
being given to tenant farmers and others to breed horses 
of this class. Hunter-breeding does not appeal to 
farmers as a general rule, unless they are horse- 
men. There are, nevertheless, it is stated, many farmers 
who, without being skilled horsemen, are ready to breed 
light horses if sufficient enconragement and facilities 
are afforded them, and if they find they can do so with- 
out losing money. Substantial premiums are therefore 
granted for high-class thoroughbred stallions, and for 
mountain and moorland pony stallions, while assistance 
is also given for the purpose of encouraging the breeding 
of the old Welsh cob. So far the progress made has 
been satisfactory. 

The administration of the scheme is carried out by 
committees which have been set up in every county in 
England and Wales, and an Advisory Council has been 
constituted, on which the various public departments 
and societies concerned are represented, to advise on 
the working of the scheme and on horse-breeding 
matters generally. At oneof their meetings last year 
the Standing Committee of the Advisory Council con- 
sidered a letter from the Development Commissioners 
suggesting a reduction of the grant for light horse breed- 
ing in view of the expenditure to be incurred on the 
heavy horse industry. 

The Committee agreed unanimously that the light 

industry was in far greater need of assistance 
than that of the heavy horse, and they considered that 
any reduction in the grant would tend to militate against 


success of the scheme, which must be in operation 


for at least five years before any useful conclusions as 
to its value could be arrived at. They therefore 

a resolution declaring that “So far from being able to 
reduce the expenditure, the experience of the Com- 
mittee leads them to think that the grant could usefully 
be increased, and they are unanimous in thinking that 
it would be most unwise to divert money from light 
horse breeding to the heavy horse industry.—Dadly 
Telegraph. 


Surgery of the Heart. 


A Times correspondent reports that Dr. Alexis Carrel, 
of the Rockefeller Institute for Medical Research, who 
received the Nobel Prize in 1912, addressed the American 
Surgical Association meeting in New York last week, 
and described a series of successful experimental opera- 
tions on the valves and orifices of the hearts of dogs. 
Fifty distinguished European surgeons were present as 
the guests of the Association. 

Dr. Carrel asserted that some day surgeons will be 
able to cauterise lesions of the valves in human subjects 
and repair them as easily, or almost as easily, as he 
himself has been able to do in experimental operations 
on animals, 

The great feature of the operations is their technique. 
The chest-wall having been opened, the pedicle of the 
heart is seized by a dozen forceps whose metal jaws are 
covered with soft rubber. This shuts off all circulation 
from the heart itself. It is safe, Dr. Carrel declares, 
thus to arrest the circulation for two and a half minutes. 
Dr. Carrel makes an incision in the heart wall 14in. 
long over the operative point. He finds this gives room 
enough within which to work. Several kinds of opera- 
tions were performed. The sigmoid valves of the aorta 
were exposed and cauterised. The contracted pulmonary 
orifice was cut. The sigmoid valve and the pulmonary 
orifice were exposed and sutured. 

Dr. Carrel found that those operations 2ould be per- 
formed with but little danger to the life of animals. 
Only two of quite a large number died, and the deaths 
were due solely to errors of technique. The operations 
were performed in October and November, and the 
animals are now in a normal condition. Dr. Carrel 
says that it is undoubtedly possible to perform more 
complicated operations than those already performed 
under similar conditions. 


0 | 
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Personal. 


PartripcE—EpGar.—On the 9th April, at St. 
Andrews, Ashley Gardens, W., by the Rev. Prebendary 
Northcote, W. E. Partridge, son of the late J. T. Part- 
ridge, Staff Commander, R.N., to Evelyn Alston Edgar, 
only daughter of the late Henry Edgar, M.R.c.v.s. 


Mr. Hucu L. CHAMBERS, F.R.C.v.S., Banbridge, has 
been elected a member of the Hunters’ Improvement 
and National Light Horse-Breeding Society. 


Mr. Witt1am Ross, M.R.c.v.s., has been appointed 
to act as judge of the Light-footed Horses, and Mr. 
HucuFErgiek, M.B.C.V.S., of the Dogs, Collies, and Sport- 
ing Class at the Dumbartonshire Show at Dumbarton, 
on Saturday, May 2nd. 


At the Easter Vestry for St. Wilfrid’s, Hayward’s 
Heath, held on Tuesday evening, the Vicar re-appointed 
Mr. H. Taytor, F.R.C.v.s., as his warden ; and later, he 
announced that the Easter offertories towards the assist- 
ant clergy’s stipend endowment fund had amounted to 
£49 7s, 9d., and £11 more was wanted to complete the 
£250 now almost raised. He was able to announce that 
the ‘donor of £100 towards the next £250 was Mr. 
H. Taylor.—Sussex Daily News. 


CranForD.—On the 6th April, at Bangalore, India, 
of enteric fever, Ethel, the dearly-loved wife of Major 
R. L. Cranford, A-v.p. 


SUITABLE APPLICANTS FOR COLONIAL 
APPOINTMENTS. 
Sir, 


In your issue of the 28th of Feb., 1914, ‘‘ East of Suez”’ 
makes a very reasonable appeal for better remuneration for 
Colonial Veterinary Surgeons, and rightly points out that 
the ‘‘ gilded pill’’ of £300-£400 a year does not at al] com- 
pare favourably with the salaries paid to the medical and 
other professions in similar positions, and one could, there- 
fore, hardly expect suitable applicants to be very numerous. 

I do, however, not see the necessity of dragging Sir 
Arnold Theiler and young South African Veterinary Sur- 
geons into the matter. I take great exception to the fol- 
lowing sentence in his correspondence: ‘‘ As a former stu- 
dent under Dr. Theiler, in Pretoria, I cannot seriously 
believe that he intends to look to young South Africans 
for assistance in research work in South Africa.’’j 

Sir Arnold Theiler has already a few young South 
Africans on his staff, and I don’t see why they should not 
compare favourably both as regards qualifications and capa- 
bility with any other class of Veterinary Research Officers. 

One should almost think that being born and bred in the 
country, if anything, should better fit them for Research 
Work on local diseases. 

Yours truly, 
24 March, 1914. Sourn AFRICAN. 


SHOULD LATIN BE ABOLISHED AS A 
COMPULSORY SUBJECT FOR THE PRELIMINARY 
EXAMINATIONS. 

Sir, 


In commenting upon the proposed alterations in our 
Matriculation Syllabus, you remark that the transformation 
of Latin from a compulsory to an optional subject is ‘‘a 
rather important change, and there is something to be said 
both for and against it.'’ Most members will agree with 
this, but I wonder how many will take the trouble to weigh 
up the arguments for and against. Not many, I am afraid 
—there are few professional questions which Veterinary 
Surgeons generally are more disposed to neglect than those 
which concern the training and examination of students. 
Nevertheless, I venture to state my views upon an altera- 
tion which seems to me a serious one. I believe that if 
Latin be made an optional subject, and many students take 
advantage of the change to enter College without, we shall 
have made a step backwards. 


I entered College more than twenty years ago, under the 
old three years system. Only one language was then 
required, and Latin was optional. I chose a modern 
language, and entered College without knowing a word of 
Latin. Then I was soon plunged into a maze of new and 
totally unfamiliar words—words which almost seemed to 
have been arbitrarily invented to perplex the student—and I 
have not yet forgotten the difficulties that scientific nomen- 
clature, especially anatomical nomenclature, presented to me. 
Since qualifying I have learned a little Latin, and I am 
convinced that my College course would have been much 
easier had I known it then. 

The chief argument used against the retention of com- 
pulsory Latin is, I think, that modern languages are likely 
to be much more useful in after life. I grant the truth of 
this, especially as regards post graduate professional reading, 
But there are two considerations which weaken the argu- 
ment, as applied to our case. The first is that our Matricu- 
lation Syllabus already requires two languages—if we con- 
tinue to compel students to take Latin as one, he can still 
choose a modern one for the other. The second I put in 
the form of a question. How many Englishmen, who work 
for their livings in England and seldom or never go abroad, 
ever try to keep up any language, living or dead, that they 
may have learned at school? Not many, I fancy !—at 
thirty-five, few of such Englishmen are as good linguists as 
they were at seventeen, and some at least have lost what- 
ever linguistic knowledge they ever possessed. 

I do not say that these men are idle or incompetent in 
any way—I simply say that they give up the study of 
foreign languages. That being so, my argument for the 
retention of compulsory Latin may almost be summarised 
as follows. Modern languages may be of great use to the 
student in after life—if he will keep them up. But Latin 
will be of use to him in his student days, and we ought to 
make him learn a little before entering College. 

At the same time I think it quite possible that the present 
requirements in Latin are higher than they need be. I do 
not think it necessary that a student should be able to 
answer difficult questions in Syntax, or do much translation 
of ‘‘unseens.’’ But I do think it necessary that he should 
know the elements of Latin to simplify what would other- 
wise be the intricacies of scientific nomenclature. I see no 
reason why, in our proposed ‘‘ Special’’ Matriculation, the 
standard for Latin should not be lower than other subjects 
—but it ought to remain a compulsory subject. 


Yours faithfully, ‘‘ Taree Years Grapvate ” 


‘““BISSULIN CORRECTION. 
Dear Sir, 

In the short article I wrote you on ‘‘ Bissulin,’’ in the 
treatment of contagious abortion, which you published on 
the 28th March, there is an error in the constituents of the 
preparation. It should read, 0°25 per cent. of ‘* Sozojodol”’ 
Mercury, instead of 25 per cent. The latter proportion 
would be too strong, and would act as an irritant, which 
** Bissulin ’’ is not. 

Yours faithfully, E. C. Wryter, F.R.¢.v.8. 


Royal Counties V.M.A. 


A General Meeting will be held at the Crown Hote 
Faringdon, on Friday, April 24th. The Chair wil 

be taken by the President, Mr. J.C. Coleman, at 
2.15. Agenda. Routine business. Appoint delegate 
to Royal Sanitary Institute Congress. Resolution by 
Mr. Slocock that the title of the Association be altered 
to “ The Royal Counties’ Veterinary Association ” by the 
omission of the word Medical. Proposed formation 
of a Veterinary Inspectors’ Branch of the R.C.V.M.A. 
Discussion on the “ Working of the Tuberculosis Order,” 
opened by Mr. S. H. Slocock. Review of the second 
Interim Report of the Departmental Committee on 
Swine Fever, by the Secretary (if time permits). Speci- 
mens or cases of interest. Tea will be provided at the 


kind invitation of Mr. J. H. Parker. 
G, P. Matz, Hon. See, 


Hil 
| 
% 
= | 
| 


